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BAC PEJAKTOP
Kymaraiiysinsl Camat — Kasakcran sxoHe OpTajbik A3us TApUXbl HHCTUTYTHIHBIH 0ac qupekTops! (Kasakcran).
A3smyxaHoBa AiiMan MaxcOTKbI3bl — TapuX FhUIBIMIAPBIHBIH KaHIUIATHI, KaybIMaacTeipburan npodeccop (Kasakcran).
Bac pexakTopabiH opbIHOacapbI:
YepenanoB Koncrtantud BiaagumMupoBHY — TapuX FRUIBIMIAPBIHBIH KaHIUIATHI, KeTeKili FeutbiMu Kbi3metkep, KP F2KBM FK
HILII. YonuxaHOB aThIHAAFbl TapuxX »)OHE STHOJIOTHS MHCTHTYTHIHBIH XX FachIpJarbl KazakctaH Tapuxbl O6IiMiHIH MEHIepyIIici,
(Kasakcran).

PEJAKINUAJIBIK AJIKA
A6azoB Papuc ®@anucyint — PhD, Komymbusi yHuBepcuTeTiHIH ambloHKT-ipodeccopsl, Kasak yITTBIK arpapiibik 3eprrey
YHUBEPCHUTETIHIH XaJIbIKapaJblK BIHTBIMAKTACTHIK )KOHIHIETT IPOPEKTOPHI, JKachul )koHe TYpaKThI 1aMy MHCTUTYTBHIHBIH JUPEKTOPHI,
MBA GariapiamMachIHBIH YIJIECTIpYLIiCi.
AbnbipaxmanoB Toso0exk OOiMyJbl — Tapux FBUIBIMAAPBIHEIH OOKTOPHI, mpodeccop, Keiprez PecmyOmmkacsl ¥ ITTHIK
FBUIBIM aKaJEMUSICBIHBIH KOppecronaeHT-mymeci, JKycin Bamacarsin atsiHgarsl Keiprbi3 MemiiekeTTik yHuBepcuteTi (KpIprbi3
Pecny6uukacel, bimkek).
AyanacoBa 91nMa MycipKbI3bl — TapuX FBUIBIMIAPBIHEIH H0KTOpHI, JI.H. I'ymunes ateianars! Eypasus yITTHIK yHUBEPCUTETIHIH
mpo¢ecCopsI.

90in1 Epkin AMaH:Ko0JYJIBI — Tapux FBUIBIMAAPHIHBIH HOKTOpHI, mpodeccop, KP BFM FK Mewmieker Tapuxbl WHCTUTYTHIHBIH
nupekropsl. (Kasakcran).
Oaimbaii Hypcan — Tapux FbUIBIMAAPBIHBIH KaHaunaatsl, npodeccop, LI, YonuxanoB aTbiHaarbl Tapux *XoHE 3THOJIOTHS

MHCTHTYTBIHBIH 6ac FeLIBIMU Kbi3MeTkepi (Kazakcran).

Bepuep Kynthua (Werner, Cynthia) — Tapux reUIbIMAApBIHBIH JOKTOPSI, podeccop, Texac yuusepceurerti, (AKILL).

Jaiinep Anexcanap (Diener Alexander) — Tapux FBUIBIMIApPBIHBIH TOKTOPHI, podeccop. Kansac yrusepcureri, (AKLI).
JuxkymameB Ackap Mam6eTOBHY — TapuX FBUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOPEI, Ipodeccop, O30excran PecrmyOmmkachiHbH FRITEIM
Axanemusicel Kapakanmakcran Oemimmieciniy Kapakanmak ryMaHUTapiblK FhUIBIMAAp 3€pTTEY HHCTUTYTHIHBIH Tapux Gesimi
MeHTepyIIici.

Kapken Ajirya MaJikKbI3bl — TapuXx FUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHI, JI.H. ['ymuneB ateiagarsl Eypazus ¥IOTTHIK YHUBEPCHUTETIHIH
npodeccopsl.

Koxxnposa Cperiiana BacmeBHa — casicaTTaHy FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPEI, podeccop, Pynan YHusepcurerinin Kpitail sxone
Opranslk A3USHEI 3epTTey OpTaNbIFBIHBIH MeH «AcTaHay XK Oiprecken nupextops! (Kazaxcran).

Keke6aeBa I'ymxayhap KakeHKBI3bI — TapuxX FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHI, mpodeccop, On-Dapabu ateiHnarsl Kazak yiaTThIK
yauBepcuteTi. (Kasakcran).
Kaobuiinno 3usdex EpMyKaHyJbl — TapuxX FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH HOKTOpH, mpodeccop, KP Ilpe3umeHTiHIH >kaHBIHAAFHI

¥FA akanemuri, KP F2KBM FK IILIII. YonuxaHoB aTbiHIaFsl TapuX »oHE dTHOJOTUSI HHCTUTY THIHBIH bac qupextopsl (KazakcraH).
Kapacaes Faun Mykamyabl — Tapux FRUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPEI, mpodeccop, KP Frutsim xoHe sxoFapsl 6i1iM MUHUCTPIIITT FBIIbIM
KOMUTETIHIH MeMJIeKeT Tapuxbl HHCTUTYTHIHBIH 0ac FEUTBIMHU KbI3METKEpi, AcTaHa K.

Moppucon Anexcanap (Morrison Alexander) — PhD, npodeccop Oxchopackoro ynusepenteTa (Beankoopuranus).
MymuHoB Ourip6ex Kypoanyibl — Tapux FRUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHL, podeccop, Mcaam Tapuxsl, oHep jKoHE MOJACHUET FHUIBIMU -
3epTTey OPTaNbIFHIHBIH aFa FhLTbIMK KbisMeTkepi IRCICA — Islam Tarih, Sanat ve Kiiltiir Arastirma Merkezi. (Typkus, CTam6yn K.).

OyTtpamM AJjlaH — apXeoJoTus FhUIBIMJIAPBIHBIH JIOKTOPBI, JDKCETepP YHHBEPCHTETIHIH apXeoJIOTHs JKOHEe Tapux KadeapachlHbIH
npodeccops! (¥IeIOpuTanms, JKceTep).
CumtukoB JKomapt KynaiidepreHyJbl — Tapux FhUIBIMIAPBIHBIH KaHIUAATHI, cascaTTaHy FbUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHI,

AOaii areiHgarel Kazak YITTBIK IeJaroTHKANbIK YHHBEPCHUTETIHIH CascaTTaHy »>OHE oJeyMETTIK-(GUIOCO(USIBIK IOHASp
KadeapachHBIH MEHTepYIIiCi.

CmaryioB Opazak CMaFyJIyibl — TApUX FHUIBIMAAPBIHBIH A0KTOPHI, mpodeccop, KP Tlpesunentinin xausiuaarsl YFA akamemuri,
Baon reutbIM akaeMusichIHBIH Kopp.-Mymieci, LI, VonuxaHOB aThIHIAFb! CHIMIBIKTHIH JIaypeaThl, FIIIBIM MEH TEXHHKAHBIH €HOCK
cinipren kaitparkepi, JI.LH. T'ymunes atoiaarst Eypasus yiarTeik yHuBepcureTinia npodeccopsl. (Acrana, Kasakcran).

TypnanueBa YHoamon YKanapGekkbI3bl — TapHX FbUIBIMIAPBIHBIH TOKTOPbI, OpTanslk A3usiiarbl AMEpUKaH YHHBEPCUTETIHIH
npogeccopsl.

Mlaiixyanaes llanyaaT — Tapux FeUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOPBI, Ipodeccop, Tepmes MeMIICKeTTIK yHUBEPCHUTETIHIH ©O30eKcTaH TapuXbl
kadeapackIHBIH MEHIePYIIICi.

IMunmekn Kato — PhD, Hapanarer MogeHH KYHIBUIBIKTapAbIH YITTHIK FRUIBIMH-3epTTey HHCTUTYTH (XKanonus, Hapa).

KAYAIITBI PEJAKTOP
Tamo6aeBa Kagnua MckaHaapKbI3bl — Tapyx FbUIBIMAAPBIHBIH KaHAUAaThl, KeIpbi3 PecnyOnikackl ¥NTTHIK FBUIBIM aKaaEeMHUSChI
B. KamrepuunHoB aTeiHAaFb! Tapux, apXeoIoTHsl KOHE ITHOJIOTHSI HHCTUTY TBIHBIH apX€0JI0THs 0OTIMiHiH MEeHIepYIIiCi.

FbIJIBIMU PEJAKTOPJIAP
OTerenoB Mapat 3eHHATYJIBI — TapuX FHUIBIMJIAPBIHBIH KaHIUIATHI, KaybIMIAcTRIPELUIFaH npodeccop, «11I. YonuxaHoB aTeIHIAFB!
Kexmeray yausepcureri» KeAK Tapux, reorpadus xaHe aJleyMeTTIK-TyMaHUTAPJIBIK MOHEP KadeapackHbIH MEHTepYIIiCi.
MykanoBa I'yanap KaiiponakbI3bl — Tapux FBIIBIMIAPBIHBIH KaHIUIATHL, Tpodeccop, AcTaHa KaJaChIHAAFbl IILIT.
VYonuxaHoB aTbIHIArbl TapuX jKoHE STHOJIOTUSI MHCTUTYTHI (DMITHAJIBIHBIH JKETEKII i FUIBIMH KbI3METKePi.

TEXHUKAJIBIK XATHIbI
Ar3am PaiibiMéek P3agexyabl — maructp, Kazakctan Mmen OpTanbik A3ust TapUXbl HHCTHTYTHIHBIH Kbi3MeTKepi (KazakcTan)
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I'JIABHBII PEJAKTOP

Kymaraii Camat — ['enepanshblii qupexrop UHctutyTa netopuu Kasaxcrana u LlenrpansHoit Azun (Kazaxcran)
AzmyxaHoBa AliMan MaxcoToBHAa — KaHIUIAT HCTOPUYECKUX HAYK, aCCOIMHPOBaHHbIH npodeccop (Kazaxcran)
3amecTHTeIb [IABHOIO PelaKTOpa:
Yepenanos Koncrantun BaaauMmupoBuy — KaHIUIAT UCTOPUYECKUX HAYK, BEAYIHI HAyYHbIN COTPYAHUK, 3aBEIYIOIIMN OTIEIOM
ucropun Kazaxcrana XX Bexa HcTuTyTa ictopuu 1 3THOJIorMK MM. U.Y. Bamixanosa. KH MHBO PK (Kazaxcran)

PEJAKIIMOHHASI KOJJIET Us1
AbazoB Papuc ®anucoBuy — PhD, agsronkr-npodeccop KomymOuiickoro yHuBepcuTeTa, MPOPEKTOP IO MEXKIYHAPOTHOMY
coTpyaHuuecTBy Ka3axckoro HalMOHaJbHOTO arpapHOro HCCIEI0BaTeNbCKOrO yHHUBEPCUTETa, JUpekTop MHCcTUTyTa 3enéHoro u
YCTOHYMBOTO pa3BUTHS, KOOPIAUHATOP mporpaMmbl MBA.
AbnbipaxmanoB Tonofex AOHIOBHY — JOKTOP MCTOPHYECKUX HAyK, mpodeccop, wieH-koppecnonnenT HAH KP, Keiproizckuit
rocyaapcTBeHHbIi yHuBepcuteT uM. JKycyna banacarsrna (Keipreickas PecryGumika, r. bumnikek).
A6uns EpxkuH AMaHXKOI0BHY — JOKTOP HMCTOpHUYECKMX Hayk, mpodeccop, MucTHTYT mcropum rocyaapctea KH MHBO PK
(Kazaxcran).
Annmé6aii Hypcan — xaHIMAaT HCTOPUUECKUX HAyK, IPogdeccop, TIAaBHEIH HAyIHBIH COTPYTHUK MHCTHTYTa HCTOPUX M STHOJOTHH
nm. 4.Y. Banmuxanosa KH MHBO PK (Ka3axcran).
AyaHacoBa AimuMa MycHpoBHa — JOKTOp MCTOPUYECKHX Hayk, mpodeccop, EBpasniickuil HaMOHAIbHBI YHUBEPCUTET UMEHH
JL.H. I'ymunesa.
Bepuep Cuntusi (Werner Cynthia) — noxrop ucropuueckux Hayk, npodeccop. Texacckuii yausepcuret (CLIA).
Jaiinep Auexcanap (Diener Alexander) — nokTop ucTOpuUuecKHUX Hayk, npogeccop. Kanzacckuit yausepeuret (CLIA).
JuxkymameB Ackap Mam6eTOBHY — JJOKTOP MCTOPHYECKHX HayK, Ipodeccop, 3aBeayronmii oTaenoM ncropun Kapakanmakckoro
HAay4YHO-HCCJIEA0BAaTENbCKOTO HHCTUTYTa TyMaHuTapHelx Hayk (Kapakanmakckoe otnenenue Axanemun Hayk PecmyOmmkn
Y36ekucran).
Kapken Aiiryns MainkoBHa — JIOKTOp MCTOPUYECKUX HayK, npodeccop EBpasmiickoro HalMOHAIBHOTO YHHBEPCHTETAa HMEHHU
JLH. I'ymunésa.
Hemaryiaos Opazak McemarysioBu4 — JOKTOP HCTOPUYECKHX Hayk, podeccop, akanemuk HAH PK npu IIpesunenrte PK, wren-
Kopp. bononckoii akanemun Hayk, naypear npemud uMm. U.YU. BanuxaHoBa, 3aCiTy>KCHHBIH JIesTeIb HAyKH M TEXHUKH, mpodeccop
EBpasuiickoro HanmonansHoro yHuBepcutera nmenu JIL.H. I'ymunesa (Kazaxcran).
Ka6yabaunos 3usbex EpmyxanoBud — 1OKTOp HMCTOpHYECKHX Hayk, mpodeccop, akanemuk HAH PK mpu Ilpesumente PK,
T'enepansnbril aupexrop MacTHTYTA HiIcTOpHu 1 3THONMoTHK M. Y. Y. Bamxanosa KH MHBO PK (Kazaxcran).
KapacaeB 'anu MykameBHY — JOKTOpP HCTOPHYECKHX HAyK, Ipodeccop, IIaBHbII HaydHBIH coTpynHuK MHCTHTyTa McTOpMH
rocynapctBa Komurera Hayxn MunucrepcrBo Hayku n Beiciiero o6pa3osannst Pecriynmku Kaszaxcran, r. AcTtaHa.

Kato Cunm3m (Shinji Kato) — PhD, HamumonanpHbIl Hay9HO-HCCIIEIOBATENbCKHI MHCTUTYT KYJBTYPHBIX LeHHOcTei B Hape
(SInonus, r. Hapa).
KoxupoBa CBeTiiana BbacmeBHa — JOKTOp MOJMTHYECKHX HayK, mpodeccop, commpekrop Llenrpa uccnemoBanus Kuras u

Lenrpansroii A3un @ynansckoro Yausepcurera ¥ MHK «Acrtanay, pykoBoanuTens LIeHTpa KUTAHCKUX M a3UaTCKUX UCCIIEOBAHHUI
(Kazaxcran).

KoxebaeBa I'yapikayxap KakeHoBHa — TOKTOp HCTOPHUYECKHX HAyK, podeccop Kazaxckoro HaIMOHAIEHOTO YHUBEPCUTETa IMEHHI
anp-Dapadu. (Kazaxcran).

Moppucon Anexcanap (Morrison Alexander) — PhD, npogeccop Oxchopackoro yruBepcurera (Bennkoopuranusi).

MymunoB Ammupéexk Kyp6aHoBMY — JOKTOp HCTOpPHYECKHMX HayK, Hpodeccop, CTapmmii HAay4IHBIH COTPYIHHK
VccnenoBaTenseKoro EHTpa HCIaMCKOi MCTopuH, McKyceTBa i KynbTyphl IRCICA — Islam Tarih, Sanat ve Kiiltiir Arastirma Merkezi.
(Typuwus, r. CtamOym).

OyTtpamM AaH — JOKTOp apXeoJOTHYECKHX HayK, Mpodeccop IemapTaMeHTa apXeoJOTHH M MCTOPHH YHHBEPCHUTETa DKceTepe
(BenukoOpuranus, r. Jkcerep).

CumtnkoB Komapt KynaiiGepreHoBn4 — KaHANIAT HCTOPHYECKHUX HAYK, JOKTOP IOJMTHYECKUX HAYyK, 3aBEAYIONMI Kadenpoi
HOJIMTOJIOTHH U COLMabHO-(Qritocodekux auctuiumi Kazaxckoro HallMOHaJIBHOTO MEJarori4eckoro yHuBepcuTeTa uMeHn Abasi.
TypaanueBa Yonnon [’kanap6exoBHa — JOKTOP HCTOPHIECKHUX HAyK, Ipodeccop AMEpUKAHCKOTO yHUBepcuTeTa B LleHTpanbHOM
Aszun.

Mlaiixyanaes lanyaaT — 1OKTOp UCTOPHYECKHX HAYK, Mpodeccop, 3aBeayouuii kadeapoii uctopun Y3oekucrana Tepme3ckoro
rocy1apCTBEHHOI'O YHUBEPCUTETA.

OTBETCTBEHHEI PEJTAKTOP
Tamoaesa Kagnua UckannapoBHa — KaHIUIAT UCTOPUUYECKUX HAyK, 3aBelyrollas OTIeloM apxeosorud MHcTuTyTa Hcropuy,
apxeoJoruu U 3THoJornd M. b. JlxxaMmrepurnHoBa HanmonansHoi akagemun Hayk Keipreisckoit Pecry Omku.

HAYYHBIE PEJAKTOPbBI
YrerenoB Mapart 3eHHaTOBMY — KaHANIAT UCTOPHUECKHUX HAYK, aACCOLMUPOBAHHBIN Mpodeccop, 3aBeAyIOMuil kKadeapoil HCTOPHH,
reorpaduy ¥ conpanbHo-ryMmanuTapHelx Hayk HAO «Kokmrerayckuii yauepcuret umenu L. Vanuxanoay.
MyxkanoBa ['tonpHap KalipommiHOBHa — KaHAMAAT MCTOPHYECKHX HayK, Ipodeccop, BeAyluii Hay4YHBIH COTPYIHUK (uimana
B I. Actana MHcrutyTa ucropuu u sTHojoruu um. U.Y.Banuxanosa.

TEXHUYECKHI1 CEKPETAPD
Ar3am PaiibiMoex P3agexyabl — Maructp, corpyaauk MHacTHTyTa Hctopun Kazaxcrana u LienrpansHoit Azuu (Ka3axcran).
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Abstract. Introduction. Thisarticle theoretically analyzes the role of extreme journalism in the digital
representation of historical events. In the current digital era, the flow of information is rapid and
multi-formatted, and the role of media in shaping public perception and the memory of historical
events has significantly increased. Purpose and objectives. The study focuses on Zhanaozen (2011)
and January (2022) Events, examining their structural and narrative features in media representation.
The aim is to identify the functions of extreme journalism in shaping historical memory and
constructing historical truth in a digital environment. Materials and methods. The research employs
discourse analysis, narrative reconstruction, and media-historical comparison. Results. The findings
indicate that the 2011 events were predominantly disseminated through traditional mass media in a
limited format, whereas the 2022 events were documented and transmitted synchronously via social
media and digital platforms, resulting in fragmented and emotionally intensified narratives. This
difference directly affects the mechanisms of historical memory formation. Conclusion. In
conclusion, extreme journalism in the digital era functions not only as an information source but also
as an institution shaping historical discourse. Digital representation accelerates historical time,
dramatizes events in the media space, and transforms society’s perception of historical reality.
Keywords: extreme journalism, digital representation, historical memory, mediatization, narrative,
January events, Zhanaozen events.
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2 MiBane JI>)xaBaxuIIBUIIM aThIHAAFbl TOUMMCH MeMiekeTTik yausepeuterti, (Ipysus, Toumicn),
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Anparna. Kipicne. Makanana 3KCTpeMalIbl XYPHAIMCTUKAHBIH TaPUXH OKHUFaNIapIbl U PIBIK
KEHICTIKTEe penpe3eHTalusIay yAepiCiHIeri peii TeOpUsIIbIK TYprbiaa Tanaanaasl. Kasipri undpnsik
JoyipAe akmapaT arbIHbI XKbLIJAM opi Kenl (opMaTThl OOJIBIN, TApUXH OKHUFANapIblH KOFaMIBIK
KaObUIaHybl MEH €CTEe CAKTaJIybIHJa MEAMaHBIH pejl aiTapiblKTail apThill OTbIp. Makcamul men
MinOoemmepi. 3epTTey HblcaHbl peTiHae XKaHae3eH okurachl MeH KaHTap OKHFaChl aJIbIHBII, OJIaPIbIH
MeTuabIK OeifHeNleHyiHAer1 KYPhUIBIMABIK jKOHE HapPATUBTIK albIPMAIIBUIBIKTAp CABICTHIPMAJIBI
TYpPIl€ KapacThIpbLIaabl. Maxananvly MaKcamol — 3KCTPEMAIIbI )KYPHAIMCTUKAHBIH TaPUXH YKaIbIHBI
KaJbINTACTBIPYIaFbl JKOHE TAapUXU IIBIHABIKTEL IUGPIBIK (opMaTTa KOHCTPYLUSIAYIaFbl
GYHKIUSACHIH aliKbIHAAay. Mamepuanoap mern adicmep. 3epTTey OapbICBIHAA JUCKYPCTHIK Tajaay,
HappaTHBTIK PEKOHCTPYKIHUS KOHE MeIUa-TApUXHU CAJIBICTBIPY d/iCTepl KOJAAHBIIIbL. Homuoicenep.
Hormxkecinae 201 1 )KbUTFBI OKMFaNIapIbIH HET131HEH AOCTYPIIl aKmapaT Kypajliaapbl apKbLUIbl IIEKTEYTl
dopmarTa TapanFaHbl, an 2022 KbUIFbl OKUFaJapJblH ONEyMETTIK JKelIiep MeH UU(pPIbIK
aTgopmanap apKblIbl CHHXPOH/IBI TYPJIE€ apXUBTEJII, (parMeHTTENreH )KOHE YMOLMOHAIIBI CHTIAT
aJFaHbl aHBIKTAIbL. Byl albIpMaIIbIIBIK TAPUXH XKaJbIHBIH KaJBIITACY MEXaHU3MAEpiHe TiKeneH
BIKIAJ eTefl. KopbimbinOsl. KOPBITHIHIBIIA SKCTPEMAIBI )KYPHATMCTHKAHBIH U PIBIK A9Yiplie TeK
aKmapaT TapaTylmbl eMec, TapuxXH JMCKYPCThl KaJbIITAaCThIPYIIBl HMHCTUTYTKA aiHaJIFaHbl
Herizaeneni. L{uppiblk pernpe3eHTannss TapuXHW YakKbITTBIH JKeIeNAeyiHe, OKUFaHBIH MeIUajIbIK
IpaMaTU3allMsAChIHA JKOHE KOFaMJIbIK KaObulmayJelH TpaHchopMalusichlHa ocep  eTeTiHi
TYKBIPBIMIAJIA B

Tyiiin ce3gep: »>KCTpeManabl KYpPHATUCTUKA, LUQPIBIK pENpe3eHTalnus, TapuXud >KalIbl,
MeauaTusanus, Happatus, Kantap okuracsl, JKaHae3eH OKUFACHI.

JNoiiexce3 ymiin: TepremOaii K., BeiicembaeBa A. DKcTpeMainbl XYpPHAJIMCTUKA KOHE TapUXH
OKMFaNapbsIH MUOPIBIK perpe3enTanusics // Scientific Journal “Central Asian courier”. 2026. T. 2.
Ne 3. 537-549 66. (Arbuim.). DOI: 10.64970/3105-241X_2026_2_3_537-549
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AHHoTauusi. Bgedenue. B crathe TEOPETUYECKH aAHAIM3ZHPYETCS POIb OSKCTPEMAIbHON
KYPHAJIMCTUKUA B pENpEe3eHTAlUUd MCTOPUYECKUX CcOObITHII B LUdpoBOM mpocTpaHctBe. B
COBPEMEHHYIO IIU(POBYIO MOXY MOTOK HHPOPMAITUU CTAHOBHUTCS OBICTPHIM U MHOTO(OPMATHBIM, 1
poib Menua B GOPMUPOBAHUU OOILIECTBEHHOTO BOCIPHUATHS U MaMATH O UCTOPUYECKUX COOBITHSIX
3HAYUTENBHO BO3pocha. [ens u 3adayu. B xayecTBe 0OBEKTOB MCCIEAOBAHUS PacCMaTPHUBAIOTCS
Kanaezen oxkuracwsl U KaHTap OKHMFachl, U CpPaBHUTEIBHO pPAaCCMATPHUBAIOTCS UX CTPYKTYpHbIE U
HappaTUBHbIE OCOOCHHOCTH B MEIWHHOM IpeACTaBlieHUU. [Jenv cmamvu — BBIIBUTH (DYHKUIUU
HKCTPEMAJIbHON JKYPHAJIMCTUKU B (POPMHUPOBAHUU HCTOPHUUECKON MaMATH U KOHCTPYHMPOBAHUU
UCTOpUYECKOH HCTUHBI B 1mudpoBoM Qopmare. Mamepuanvt u memoowvl. B wucciaenoBanuu
MCIOJIb30BAIUCH JUCKYPCUBHBIA aHAllM3, HappaTHBHAs PEKOHCTPYKIUS U MEIUATHCTOPUYECKOE
cpaBHeHUe. Pezynbmamul. Pe3ynpTaThl mnokazanu, 4To coObitua 2011 r. pacnpocTpaHsIuch
NPEeMMYIIECTBEHHO Yepe3 TPaJUIMOHHBIE CPEICTBAa MacCOBOW HH(OpPMAlHMHU B OTPAaHUYECHHOM
dopmare, a coObiTus 2022 r. AOKYMEHTHpPOBAJIMCH W TPAHCIMPOBAJIUCH CHHXPOHHO Yepe3
coluajbHble ceTH U IU(poBbie MIaTGOPMBbI, puodpeTas GparMEHTHPOBAHHYIO U 3MOIMOHATIBHO
HACBIIICHHYIO (opMy. DTa pa3HMIIA OKa3bIBaeT MPSIMOE BIMSIHHE HAa MEXaHHU3Mbl (OPMHUPOBAHUS
UCTOPUUYECKON NaMATH. 3akioueHue. B 3akiiouenue J€NaeTcs BBIBOJ, UYTO JKCTpEMalibHas
KYPHAJIMCTUKA B LIU(PPOBYIO 3MOXY BBICTYNAET HE TOJBKO KaK MCTOYHUK MHMOPMALMU, HO U KaK
UHCTUTYT (QOpMHUpPOBaHUSA HUCTOpUueckoro juckypca. Lludpposass penpeseHTanus ycKopser
UCTOPHYECKOE BpEMs, JpaMaTH3UPYyeT COOBITHS B MEIHANPOCTPAHCTBE H TPaHCPOPMHUPYET
BOCIIPUSITHE OOIIECTBOM HCTOPUYECKON PEasIbHOCTH.

KiioueBble cjioBa: dKcTpeMalnbHas >KypHaJHCTHKA, LU(poBas pempe3eHTalus, MCcTOpHYecKas
namsTh, MEAMATU3ALMS, HAppaTUB, coObITUSA sHBaps 2022 r., coObiTus B XKaHaeseHe.

Jas untupoBanusi: TepremoOaii K., belicembaeBa A. DkcTpemanbHas KypHAIUCTUKA U U poBas
penpe3enTanus ucropudeckux coowrtuii // Scientific Journal “Central Asian courier”. 2026. T. 2. Ne
3. C.537-549. (Ha anru.). DOI: 10.64970/3105-241X_2026_2_3 537-549

Introduction. In the twenty-first century, the processes of the formation and interpretation of
historical events have undergone a fundamental transformation. Whereas in traditional historiography
an event was reconstructed on the basis of archival materials and official documents, in the digital
era historical reality is simultaneously constructed, disseminated, and archived within the media
space. This phenomenon becomes particularly evident during events of an extreme nature. Social
conflicts, mass protests, states of emergency and political crises lead to the concentration of
information flows, the intensification of emotional narratives, and the rapid formation of public
opinion.

From this perspective, extreme journalism appears not merely as a mechanism of information
transmission but as a factor shaping historical discourse. It does not confine itself to recording events;
rather, it integrates them into specific narrative structures, defines semantic emphases, and constructs
interpretative models that become embedded in public memory. The development of digital platforms
has further complicated this process, weakening the traditional boundaries between journalism and
history. As a result, a historical event transforms into a multivocal and fragmented text that exists
synchronously within the media space.

Two major socio-political events in the contemporary history of Kazakhstan-the Zhanaozen
events and the January events-make it possible to identify two distinct media models of historical
representation. The events of 2011 were primarily covered in a limited format through traditional
mass media and only in subsequent years began to be reinterpreted within the digital sphere. By
contrast, the events of 2022 were simultaneously documented, disseminated, and publicly debated
through social networks, streaming broadcasts, and citizen journalism. This difference directly
influenced the mechanisms of historical memory formation, the structure of narratives, and the
dynamics of public perception.

Post-Soviet authoritarian regimes-particularly in Central Asia-have demonstrated a high degree
of stability since independence. Explaining the longevity of such regimes solely through traditional

E—

539



Scientific Journal “Central Asian courier” 2026. 2 (3)

economic or political factors is insufficient, as immaterial and discursive sources of legitimacy also
play a decisive role. A resilient authoritarian system requires a hegemonic discourse that is accepted
and disseminated by influential social groups. In the case of Kazakhstan, this discourse promotes
alternative political imaginaries to political opponents, thereby complicating their efforts to gain
popular support. Although state control is challenged through Internet platforms, social networks and
blogging simultaneously enable the authorities to reproduce their hegemonic discourse. Even after
the violent events in Zhanaozen in 2011, key elements of the official discourse were reproduced in
bloggers’ posts, demonstrating that the official narrative retained its dominant status and that its
influence did not diminish despite the widespread use of social media (Lewis, 2016).

Under conditions of the mediatization of history, extreme journalism not only produces a
chronicle of events but also dramatizes them through emotional and visual codes. Digital algorithms
determine the speed of information dissemination, the scale of visibility, and the focal points of public
attention. Consequently, a historical event begins to be perceived not merely as a fact but as a media
product. This phenomenon leads to a transformation of the very concept of the historical source and
poses new methodological challenges for researchers.

The aim of this article is to provide a theoretical substantiation of the role of extreme journalism
in the representation of historical events within the digital space and to demonstrate, through the
example of two historical events, the differences between media models. The concepts of historical
memory, narrative, and mediatization serve as the conceptual framework of the study.

The scientific novelty of the research lies in conceptualizing extreme journalism as a
mechanism of historical memory formation and in interpreting digital representation as a factor
accelerating historical time. The article compares the Zhanaozen and January events in terms of media
structure, narrative organization, and the degree of digital archiving.

Thus, in the digital era, extreme journalism is viewed not merely as an institution that reflects
historical events but as one that constructs and consolidates them within public consciousness.

Materials and Methods. This study was conducted as a theoretical inquiry and is aimed at the
conceptual analysis of the digital representation of historical events within the context of extreme
journalism. The object of the research comprises two socio-political events in the contemporary
history of Kazakhstan — the Zhanaozen events and the January events. These events belong to
different temporal, technological, and media environments, which makes it possible to comparatively
examine the evolution of historical representation.

The methodological framework of the study is grounded in the theory of mediatization, the
concept of historical memory, and approaches to narrative analysis. The concept of the mediatization
of history is employed to explain how historical events are constructed through information and
communication technologies and subsequently consolidated in public consciousness. The theory of
historical memory enables an assessment of the role of media in shaping public perception of events.
Through narrative analysis, the structure of media storytelling, semantic emphases, and interpretative
models are identified.

The following methods were applied in the course of the research:

» Discourse analysis — used to identify the specific features of media representations of extreme
events, the conceptual apparatus employed, and evaluative tones. This method made it possible to
uncover not only the factual content of information but also its underlying semantic structure.

» Comparative historical analysis — aimed at revealing structural differences between the media
environments of 2011 and 2022. This approach enabled a comparison in terms of channels of
dissemination, the speed of information circulation, the level of audience participation, and the nature
of archiving.

« Narrative reconstruction — applied to determine the logic of media storytelling in each period,
including elements of dramatization and symbolic codes. This approach allowed for a theoretical
description of the mechanisms through which historical events are structured within media discourse.

540



Scientific Journal “Central Asian courier” 2026. 2 (3)

» Conceptual modeling — employed to systematize the interrelationship between extreme
journalism and historical memory. As a result, a theoretical model was proposed: historical event —
media representation — digital archive — public memory.

The research is not oriented toward large-scale quantitative analysis of empirical data but rather
toward a theoretical interpretation of structural transformations within the media space. Accordingly,
as research material, publications from traditional mass media, content forms on social networks,
online broadcasts, and representational models on digital platforms are considered in a generalized
analytical framework.

Methodologically, the article is based on the expansion of the concept of the historical source.
Media texts formed within the digital environment are treated as supplementary sources for historical
reconstruction, with due consideration given to their interpretative character and algorithmic
influence. This approach makes it possible to analyze extreme journalism not merely as an
informational function but as a social institution that contributes to the construction of historical
reality. Thus, the combination of methods applied in this study is aimed at providing a comprehensive
description of the digital representation of historical events and at theoretically substantiating the role
of extreme journalism in the formation of historical memory.

Discussion. The findings of the study demonstrate that in the digital era, extreme journalism
transforms not only the form of representing historical events but also their semantic structure. This
transformation primarily affects the logic of perceiving historical time. Whereas previously a
historical event was systematized and reconstructed on the basis of archival sources only after a
certain temporal distance, in the digital environment it is formed synchronously. Under such
conditions, journalism becomes not merely a recorder of events but a mechanism for consolidating
them within public consciousness.

In the case of the Zhanaozen events, the information flow was largely regulated through
traditional mass media. The limited dissemination of information, the predominance of official
discourse, and its subsequent reinterpretation in the digital sphere contributed to the formation of a
centralized model of historical narrative. Within this model, the structure of interpretation remained
relatively consistent and subject to institutional control.

By contrast, the January events unfolded under conditions of the full dominance of digital
media. Live broadcasts on social networks, the active involvement of citizen journalism, and user-
generated content produced a decentralized model of historical representation. In this context, the
event was simultaneously presented through multiple interpretations, resulting in fragmented
narratives. This situation reinforced the multivocality of historical reality and foregrounded emotional
reaction and visual dramatization.

The influence of digital algorithms has also become a significant factor in the formation of
historical memory. The frequency of visibility, number of views, and dynamics of dissemination
shape the direction of public perception. Consequently, a historical event begins to be perceived as a
product dependent upon media logic. This phenomenon weakens the traditional boundary between
history and journalism and expands the very notion of the historical source.

In extreme journalism, the predominance of the emotional component becomes particularly
evident. Elements of dramatization employed during emergency situations, the repetition of visual
footage, and the intensification of symbolic markers accelerate the transformation of events into
traumatic memory. In such circumstances, media texts not only provide information but also construct
collective emotion. This, in turn, exerts a long-term influence on the public interpretation of historical
events. Moreover, digital representation disrupts the notion of an “end point” of a historical event.
Whereas in the traditional model an event was limited to a specific chronological period, in the digital
space it acquires an extended media life through continuous discussion and republication. This
phenomenon illustrates the acceleration of historical time and the destabilization of memory.

In the contemporary global information environment, discussions of extreme journalism must
take into account the profound influence of new media, including advanced technologies and social
networks in the context of globalization. The statement by Aidos Sarym, a deputy of the Parliament
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of the Republic of Kazakhstan, that “part of the spilled blood is the fault of social media users”
generated wide public debate and significant resonance. Notably, prior to the January tragedy in
Kazakhstan, on September 15, 2021, Aidos Sarym had proposed to the authorities the restriction of
social networks. As a result, media outlets reported under headlines such as “The draft law on
restricting social networks proposed by Aidos Sarym has been approved.” Specifically, the Mazhilis
considered the draft law “On Amendments and Additions to Certain Legislative Acts on the
Protection of Children’s Rights,” which contained provisions concerning the restriction of social
networks and messaging platforms without official representation in Kazakhstan. This was reported
by the website Vlast, as cited by Azattyq Radiosy (Sarym, 2023). According to the deputy, these
norms were intended to combat cyberbullying and protect children’s rights.

Nevertheless, critical assessments by foreign experts and politicians regarding the openness of
Kazakhstan’s Internet space and citizens’ freedom to use it have also been articulated. In particular,
international organizations have repeatedly criticized Kazakhstan in relation to Internet freedom. The
international human rights organization Freedom House, in its most recent report on Internet freedom,
classified Kazakhstan among the countries where “the Internet, social networks, and communication
platforms are frequently blocked,” where “political, social, and religious content is restricted,” and
where “bloggers, human rights defenders, Internet users, or critics of the authorities are often
persecuted, prosecuted, or attacked” (currenttime.tv, 2023).

At the beginning of 2022, the “January events” in Kazakhstan attracted global attention. News
services in different countries framed this extreme situation in varying ways. Several states, citing
alleged human rights violations, called upon the Kazakhstani authorities to halt the violence. In
particular, the discussion of Kazakhstan’s situation at the European Parliament acquired distinct
political significance, as Western policymakers reportedly approved the issue of imposing sanctions
on Kazakhstan for serious human rights violations. According to reports, the European Parliament
adopted a resolution stating that the Kazakhstani authorities had responded to protests, including
peaceful demonstrations, with “disproportionate violence”; had used “vague and overly broad”
definitions of “terrorism” and “extremism” to restrict freedom of expression and peaceful dissent;
and had employed “excessive, unnecessary, and indiscriminate force, including lethal force.”
President Tokayev’s “shoot without warning” order was described in the resolution as a violation of
Kazakhstan’s international legal obligations to respect and protect the right to life (azattyq.org, 2023).

On January 15, the Prosecutor General’s Office of Kazakhstan reported that since the beginning
of the state of emergency, the bodies of 225 individuals, including 19 police officers and military
personnel, had been delivered to morgues. However, the names of the deceased were not disclosed.
It was further stated that 175 of the 225 individuals had died in medical institutions. On January 18,
the Minister of Health of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Ajar Giniyat, announced at a briefing that two
additional injured persons in intensive care had died. Thus, the official preliminary death toll reached
227 (Kosay, 2023). The identities of deceased civilians were likewise not publicly released, a fact
that was cited as raising concerns about the transparency of information in Kazakhstan.

The People’s Writer of Kazakhstan, Mukhtar Magauin, in commenting on the January events,
drew a comparative parallel between the 2011 events in Kazakhstan (Zhanaozen) and those in
England (London). He referred to the riots that occurred on August 7, 2011, in the Tottenham district
of London, when tens of thousands of young people took to the streets following the fatal police
shooting of a young man. According to his account, although buildings and vehicles were set on fire
and clashes with police took place, no shots were fired by the authorities during the unrest, which
lasted two to three days and spread beyond London to other major cities. Law enforcement dispersed
the crowds, made arrests, and later prosecuted some participants, yet without resulting in fatalities.
In contrast, he criticized the conduct of Kazakhstani police during the January events (Magauin,
2023).

In an article published on the Malim.kz website titled “They Initially Believed in Kosanov.
Where Did the ‘Extremists’ of January Come From?”, Umay Beimaral argued that the version
attributing the unrest to the planned actions of religious extremists does not withstand critical scrutiny.
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Similarly, sociologist and head of the PaperLab research center, Serik Beisembayev, expressed
skepticism regarding the authorities’ claim that religious extremists were responsible for the January
protests. He noted that the religious sphere in Kazakhstan is subject to strict state control and that
activities fitting the description of “destructive movements” are typically monitored by security
services. According to his critique, the authorities opted to employ the narrative of “religious
extremism” as a convenient explanatory frame in a society characterized by low levels of trust and
heightened xenophobia, thereby constructing a “mythical internal enemy.”

Although official mass media did not report instances of abuse or deaths of detainees in
correctional facilities, social networks became a continuous channel for the circulation of alternative
accounts. Kazakh-language digital content included numerous video recordings alleging brutality and
excessive force by law enforcement officers. One oil worker, Muratbai Zhumagaliev, argued that the
failure to conduct a proper investigation of the December 2011 Zhanaozen tragedy contributed to the
recurrence of violence in January 2022. In his view, the normalization of practices such as the use of
live ammunition, arbitrary detention, and torture reflected a pattern of state response to public dissent
(Toiken, 2023).

Finally, as noted by the Russian political thinker Nikolay Chernyshevsky, rulers who fail to
heed the voice of the majority and turn away from a population striving for justice may, sooner or
later, face profound shock and disgrace (livelib.ru, 2023). When conflicts between the public and the
authorities escalate into bloodshed and mass unrest, not only do existing “rules of the game” within
a society come into question, but new social and political forms may also emerge.

The protest actions that took place in Kazakhstan in 2022 (also referred to as “Bloody January,”
the “January events,” or the “January tragedy”) began as demonstrations triggered by the sudden
increase in liquefied gas prices (Zhandayeva and Zhanmukanova, 2024). A peaceful rally that started
in the city of Zhanaozen in early January 2022 spread across the region and escalated into nationwide
unrest, leaving a tragic imprint on the country’s history under the designation “January events.” From
January 5 to 19, 2022, a nationwide state of emergency was declared in the Republic of Kazakhstan.
During this period, 70 checkpoints operated across the country, and 2,500 troops were deployed from
the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO). President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev officially
stated that in Almaty alone, twenty thousand militants had carried out attacks. The Prosecutor
General’s Office of the Republic of Kazakhstan initiated criminal proceedings under two articles: the
commission of terrorist acts and the organization and participation in mass riots.

The transformation of a peaceful protest in Zhanaozen — initially focused on socio-economic
demands—into nationwide unrest highlights the significant influence of new media, particularly
social networks, on public mobilization. Information about citizens gathering in Zhanaozen spread
not through traditional media but primarily via social networking platforms. The speed of
dissemination facilitated active civic engagement, with individuals, public activists, independent
journalists, and bloggers openly expressing political positions. A substantial portion of society
regarded the demands of the residents of Zhanaozen as legitimate and expressed solidarity. For
instance, blogger Askhat Kassengali wrote: “We should have resolved our own issues by ourselves!
Let sovereignty not slip away! I oppose the entry of foreign troops.” Another social media user, Madi
Ayimbetov, stated on his Facebook page: “When the people’s accumulated anger over the years
overflows, the authorities must make a decisive and just decision.” Among well-known lawyers,
support for peaceful protesters was also voiced; for example, attorney Lazzat Akhatova wrote: “If
legal pressure is exerted against the people of Mangystau who have taken to the square, | believe that
lawyers who truly care about the country will not remain silent. Let us stand with the people and
provide legal assistance where possible. #Zhanaozen Aktau together.” One comment under this post
declared: “If Kazakhs unite, they are stronger than a mountain flood.” Such socio-political posts
significantly influenced public consciousness during the crisis.

The January events drew the attention not only of Kazakhstani society but also of the
international community. Major global powers expressed concern about the situation. For example,
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken stated, following a conversation with his Kazakhstani
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counterpart Mukhtar Tileuberdi, that the United States supported resolving the crisis through peaceful
and rights-respecting means (Parker and Ilyushina, 2024). At the same time, allegations circulated
regarding the entry of foreign militants-numbering twenty thousand — into Kazakhstan. Melinda
Haring, Deputy Director of the Eurasia Center at the Atlantic Council, described such accusations as
unfounded. An article published in The Washington Post noted that during the uprising there was
limited verified and direct information about demonstrators and participants, emphasizing that
Internet access in Kazakhstan was significantly restricted and foreign journalists were denied entry
(Parker and llyushina, 2024).

Indeed, during the peak of unrest, Internet access across the country was severely limited, and
social networks were inaccessible. Consequently, the public relied primarily on traditional media for
information. State television channels broadcast continuous updates on the state of emergency,
counterterrorism measures, and governmental decisions. Official statements by representatives of law
enforcement agencies became the principal sources of information. According to reports, President
Tokayev referred to the protesters as a “group of terrorists,” stated that Kazakhstan was under attack,
authorized security forces to “shoot without warning,” and requested the intervention of a Russia-led
military alliance. The government also attempted to suppress demonstrations by blocking social
networks and messaging applications, including Facebook, WhatsApp, Telegram, and WeChat, and
by declaring a state of emergency, under which unauthorized public protests were deemed illegal
(Bilefsky, 2024).

On January 15, 2022, the Prosecutor General’s Office reported that at least 225 people had died
and 4,578 had been injured, including civilians; among the injured were 3,393 police officers and
soldiers, and 19 members of the security forces were killed (azattyqg.org, 2024). Subsequently, on
August 16, 2022, the authorized body published on its official website a list of those who had died
during the January events, indicating a total of 238 individuals. It was noted that, in accordance with
criminal procedural legislation and taking into account the opinions of relatives, further details
regarding the circumstances of death would not be disclosed (gov.kz, 2024).

Information about the state of emergency and its termination was disseminated via the official
presidential website, while national Internet outlets-including Tengrinews.kz, Azattyq Radiosy,
Kazinform, Malim.kz, Informburo, Sputnik Kazakhstan, inBusiness.kz, and Zakon.kz — regularly
published updates. The National Security Committee, the Prosecutor General’s Office, the Ministry
of Internal Affairs, and other authorized bodies posted information within their respective
competencies on official websites. For example, the Prosecutor General’s Office announced on
February 19, 2022, the initiation of a pre-trial investigation against former Minister of Defense Murat
Bektanov under Article 452 of the Criminal Code (inaction), and on February 20, 2022, reported his
detention on suspicion of committing the offense, noting that further information would not be
disclosed in the interests of the investigation (gov.kz, 2024). The National Security Committee also
published notices regarding the lowering of the terrorist threat level in connection with the January
events (gov.kz, 2024).

The January events remain a subject requiring continued scholarly investigation, and the
publication of related data persists. For instance, according to a report published on May 15, 2023,
by the official website of 24.kz, eleven employees of the National Security Committee were held
criminally liable in connection with the events. This was announced by Marat Qalgabaev during a
plenary session of the Mazhilis (24.kz, 2024), who indicated that internal investigations had been
conducted following the tragedy.

The January events also became a central theme in the national press. Extensive analytical
articles aimed at addressing unresolved public questions have been published. One notable example
is the interview with President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev titled “As a Forward-Looking Nation, We
Must Look Only Ahead,” published on January 3, 2024, in the newspaper Egemen Qazaqgstan. In this
extensive interview, the President stated that after assuming office in 2019, Kazakhstan embarked on
democratizing the political system, liberalizing public life, and demonopolizing the economy.
According to his account, certain influential figures perceived these reforms as a threat to their
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entrenched positions and ultimately sought to reverse them, allegedly preparing from mid-2021 to
exploit socio-economic discontent — particularly the abrupt increase in liquefied gas prices—to
destabilize the state (Kamzabekuly, 2024). In the interviewer’s assessment, the January events
marked a turning point that opened a new era in Kazakhstan’s historical development.

Regimes typically possess a multifaceted repertoire of repressive instruments. When confronted
with public criticism, they may employ not only overt or covert forms of coercion, but also indirect
forms of repression commonly referred to as “channeling.” Channeling mechanisms do not
necessarily aim at the outright suppression of dissent; rather, they seek to redirect, manage, and
institutionalize it within controllable boundaries.

Empirical evidence from Central Asia, including Kazakhstan, illustrates how these strategies
operate in practice. During the 2011 Zhanaozen events and the January 2022 unrest, the authorities
combined overt coercion with channeling mechanisms in an effort to maintain social stability.
Similarly, in response to the 2016 land reform protests, repressive measures reflected an
approximately balanced use of coercive and channeling tactics.

One of the most visible channeling mechanisms is elite delegation. In such cases, state officials
or local authorities encourage protest participants to relocate from public spaces to non-public venues,
to articulate collective demands through formal institutional channels, or to engage in negotiated
formats. This approach reduces the scale and potential radicalization of protests while preserving the
regime’s control over the process. The Kazakhstani case demonstrates that authoritarian regimes do
not rely exclusively on overt coercion; they can also sustain stability through managed negotiation
and the institutionalization of dissent (Heuer & Hierman, 2022).

At the same time, social media and blogging platforms function as ambivalent instruments. On
the one hand, they facilitate civic mobilization and the diffusion of alternative narratives. On the other
hand, regimes can appropriate these platforms to reproduce official discourse and reinforce their
claims to legitimacy. In consolidated authoritarian regimes in Central Asia, including Kazakhstan,
civil society has traditionally faced structural constraints. Nevertheless, certain non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) have gradually advanced alternative perspectives that challenge state
narratives (Knox & Sharipova, 2024). This dynamic was particularly evident in the contexts of
Zhanaozen (2011) and January 2022, where younger generations utilized social media platforms to
articulate dissent and publicly express elements of protest.

Although civil society and blogging discourse do not fully replace official information models,
they contribute to the circulation of alternative ideas and sustain critical perspectives within society.
A comparative analysis of the Zhanaozen and January events reveals the evolution of what may be
termed “extreme journalism”: a transition from a centralized information model to an algorithmic and
networked one. This transformation is not merely technical but epistemological in nature. The
mechanisms through which historical truth is constructed have changed. The meaning of political
events is no longer shaped exclusively by official institutions but increasingly emerges through multi-
vocal digital narratives.

In this sense, extreme journalism has become an integral component of historical discourse in
the digital age. It not only documents events but also defines their public significance, shapes their
narrative framing, and influences the direction of collective memory. Consequently, the study of
digital representation should be regarded as a necessary methodological direction in contemporary
historiography.

Results. The findings demonstrate that extreme journalism qualitatively transforms the model
through which historical events are represented in the digital age. A comparative analysis reveals that
the Zhanaozen events and the January 2022 unrest differ substantially in terms of media architecture,
narrative organization, and the mechanisms through which historical memory is constructed.

First, a clear divergence is observed in the architecture of information dissemination. During
the Zhanaozen events, information flows were primarily mediated through traditional mass media.
Representation was centralized, with official discourse occupying a dominant position. The pace of
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publication was relatively slow and filtered, resulting in the formation of a historical narrative largely
shaped within the framework of institutional control.

By contrast, during the January 2022 events, the structure of information dissemination shifted
toward a networked and decentralized model. Social media platforms, messaging applications, and
streaming services enabled real-time broadcasting, while citizen journalism assumed a prominent
role. This transformation facilitated the synchronous documentation of events and their simultaneous
circulation in multiple, often competing, interpretations.

Second, significant differences emerged in narrative organization. Media portrayals of the
Zhanaozen events were comparatively coherent and linear in structure. In contrast, the January events
were represented through fragmented, emotionally charged, and visually dramatized narratives. This
resulted in the construction of a multi-variant model of historical truth, characterized by competing
frames and interpretive plurality.

Third, the mechanism of historical memory formation underwent a substantive shift. In the case
of Zhanaozen, collective memory was consolidated retrospectively through subsequent discussions,
reinterpretations, and republications. Historical interpretation stabilized over time. Conversely, the
January events exemplified a model of “instant memory,” enabled by digital archiving practices. In
this model, symbolic meanings and public evaluations begin to crystallize before the event itself has
concluded, producing a form of memory that is contemporaneous with the unfolding crisis.

Fourth, the role of algorithmic mediation became evident. On digital platforms, metrics such as
view counts, trending algorithms, and dissemination speed functioned as indicators of perceived
public significance. Consequently, the level of media visibility directly influenced patterns of public
reception. Algorithmic amplification thus emerged as a structural factor shaping not only information
flows but also the hierarchy of historical relevance.

Overall, the results indicate that the evolution of extreme journalism has led to a transformation
in the very form of historical representation. The transition from a traditional media model to a digital,
algorithmic, and networked one has altered the nature of historical sources themselves. Historical
events are no longer solely objects of retrospective reconstruction; they increasingly take shape as
contemporaneously produced media texts. These findings provide a theoretical basis for
conceptualizing extreme journalism as an institutional actor in the construction of historical discourse
in the digital era.

Table 1 — Comparative Media Characteristics of the Zhanaozen (2011) and January (2022)

Events
Criterion Zhanaozen (2011) January (2022)
Media Format Traditional mass media Digital platforms
Memory Formation Retrospective Synchronous / real-time
Narrative Structure Centralized Decentralized
Emotional Impact Through subsequent discussion Immediate online reaction

The tabular comparison clearly highlights the conceptual differences between the media models
of the two events. In terms of media format, the Zhanaozen events were disseminated primarily
through traditional mass media and presented within a centralized communicative system. By
contrast, the January 2022 events unfolded across digital platforms in a synchronous manner,
producing a decentralized and networked narrative structure.

With regard to memory formation, the historical interpretation of the Zhanaozen events
developed retrospectively and acquired a relatively regulated and stabilized character over time. In
the case of the January events, however, the media image was constructed in real time and began to
stabilize through immediate online public reactions. Memory formation thus occurred concurrently
with the unfolding of events rather than through delayed reflection.
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Differences are also evident in narrative structure. The Zhanaozen events were framed through
a centralized and relatively linear narrative. The January events, in contrast, were represented through
fragmented, multi-variant, and emotionally intensified narratives. A divergence is likewise
observable in terms of emotional impact: whereas Zhanaozen entered public consciousness largely
through subsequent discussion and reinterpretation, the January events generated immediate
emotional responses via online platforms.

This comparative assessment demonstrates that the logic of historical representation has shifted
in the digital age. Extreme journalism no longer merely records events; it actively shapes the
mechanisms of narrative construction and collective memory formation, underscoring the decisive
role of media structures in defining historical meaning.

Conclusion. The digital age has fundamentally transformed the ways in which historical events
are perceived and interpreted. The findings indicate that extreme journalism has moved beyond its
conventional function of information dissemination and has become an institution that shapes
historical discourse and directs collective memory. Particularly during crises and states of emergency,
media representation develops simultaneously with the structuring of historical reality itself.

The cases of Zhanaozen (2011) and January (2022) clearly illustrate the evolution of historical
representation. The 2011 events were embedded within a traditional media model characterized by
centralized narration and institutional control. In contrast, the 2022 events evolved within a digital
networked environment, producing a decentralized, fragmented, and synchronously constructed
historical text. This transformation directly affected the speed, stability, and interpretive plurality of
historical memory formation.

The study demonstrates that digital representation accelerates historical time while
simultaneously extending the media life cycle of events. Digital archiving, algorithmic selection, and
visual dramatization contribute to the perception of historical events not merely as factual occurrences
but as media constructs. As a result, the very concept of a historical source expands to include social
media content, live streams, and user-generated texts as integral components of historical
reconstruction.

Moreover, the intensification of the emotional dimension in extreme journalism enhances the
symbolic character of historical narratives. This phenomenon reinforces the role of media in shaping
collective memory and weakens the traditional boundary between history and journalism. In this
regard, the study of extreme events within digital environments emerges as a central methodological
task for contemporary historiography.

In sum, extreme journalism in the digital era functions not only as a medium of representation
but also as an agent of construction and stabilization of historical meaning within public
consciousness. Consequently, historical research must incorporate systematic analysis of media
representation, algorithmic influence, and digital memory mechanisms. Such an approach broadens
the source base of modern historiography and enables a deeper understanding of the processes
through which historical reality is formed.
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