"KasakcTtaH xaHe OpTanbiK A3usa Tapuxbl MHCTUTYTbI"
XKayarnkepLuiniri WekTeyni CepikTeCTirl

Scientific Journal

"CENTRAL ASIAN COURIER"
"OPTAJIbIK A3UA KYPBEPI"

FBUIBIMH KYPHaJIbI
Hay4HbIN 2KypHaJ1

"HIEHTPAJIbHO-A3UATCKHUU KYPBEP”

2 Ne 2 (2026)




Scientific Journal “Central Asian courier” 2026. 2 (2)

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Zhumatay Samat — General Director of the Institute of History of Kazakhstan and Central Asia (Kazakhstan).
Azmukhanova Aiman — Candidate of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor (Kazakhstan).
Deputy Editor-in-Chief:
Cherepanov Konstantin — Candidate of Historical Sciences, Leading Researcher, Head of the Department of the History of
Kazakhstan in the 20th Century at the Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology, Committee of Science, Ministry of
Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan (Kazakhstan).

EDITORIAL BOARD:
Abazov Rafis — PhD, Adjunct Professor, Columbia University; Vice-Rector for International Cooperation, Kazakh National
Agrarian Research University; Director, Institute for Green and Sustainable Development; Coordinator, MBA Program.
Abdyrakhmanov Tolobek — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Corresponding Member of the National Academy of
Sciences of the Kyrgyz Republic, Zhusup Balasagyn Kyrgyz State University (Kyrgyz Republic, Bishkek).
Abil Yerkin — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Director of the Institute of History of the State CS MES RK (Kazakhstan).
Alimbay Nursan — Candidate of Historical Sciences, Professor, Chief Researcher at the Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and
Ethnology (Kazakhstan).
Auanasova Alima — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor. L. N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University.
Diener Alexander — Doctor of Political Science, Professor, University of Kansas, (USA).
Dzhumashev Askar — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, and Head of the Department of History at the Karakalpak Scientific
Research Institute of Humanities — Karakalpak Branch of the Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
Ismagulov Orazak — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Academician of the NAS of the RK under the President of the RK,
Corresponding Member of Bologna Academy of Sciences, winner of Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Award, Honored Worker of Science and
Technology, Professor of L.N. Gumilyov University (Kazakhstan).
Kabuldinov Ziyabek — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Academician of the NAS of the RK under the President of the
RK, general Director of Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology SC MSHE RK (Kazakhstan).
Karasayev Gani — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Chief Researcher at the Institute of State History of the Committee of
Science of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Astana.
Kokebayeva Gulzhaukhar — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor at the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University. (Kazakhstan).
Kozhirova Svetlana — Doctor of Political Science, Professor, Co-Director of the Center for the Study of China and Central Asia of
Fudan University and the International Scientific Complex of the National Company "Astana", Head of the Center for Chinese and
Asian Studies (Kazakhstan).
Morrison Alexander — PhD, Professor, University of Oxford (UK).
Muminov Ashirbek — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Senior Researcher at the Research Center for Islamic History, Art
and Culture IRCICA (Islam Tarih, Sanat ve Kiiltiir Arastirma Merkezi). (Istanbul, Turkey).
Outram Alan — Doctor of Archaeological Sciences, Professor of the Department of Archaeology and History, University of Exeter
(Great Britain, Exeter).
Zharken Aigul — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor at L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University.
Shaydullaev Shapulat — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Head of the Department of the History of Uzbekistan at Termez
State University.
Shinji Kato — PhD, Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Japan.
Turdalieva Cholpon — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor at the American University of Central Asia.
Werner Cynthia — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Texas university (USA).
Zhomart Simtikov — Candidate of Historical Sciences, Doctor of Political Sciences, Head of the Department of Political Science
and Social-Philosophical Disciplines at Abai Kazakh National Pedagogical University.

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Tashbaeva Kadicha — Candidate of Historical Sciences, Head of the Department of Archaeology at the B. Dzhamgerchinov
Institute of History, Archaeology and Ethnology of the National Academy of Sciences of the Kyrgyz Republic.

ACADEMIC EDITOR
Utegenov Marat — Candidate of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor, Head of the Department of History, Geography and
Social and Humanitarian Sciences Kokshetau University named after Sh. Ualikhanov.
Mukanova Gulnar— Candidate of Historical Sciences, Professor, Leading Researcher of the Astana Branch of the
Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology.

TECHNICAL SECRETARY
Agzam Raiymbek — Master’s degree, staff member of the Institute of the History of Kazakhstan and Central Asia (Kazakhstan).



Scientific Journal “Central Asian courier” 2026. 2 (2)

BAC PEJAKTOP
Kymaraiiyapl Camat — KazakcTan sxoHe OpTanbslk A3 TapuXbl HHCTUTYTHIHBIH O0ac nupekTopsl (Kasakcran).
A3zmyxaHoBa AliMman MaxcOTKbI3bl — TapuX FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH KaHAWAATHI, KaybIMIacTRIpEITFaH npodeccop (Kasakcran).
Bac peqakTopabIH OpbIHOAcaphbI:
YepenanoB Konctantun BiaguMupoBuy — Tapux FRUIBIMIAPBIHBIH KaHAUIATHI, KETeKIIi FeUTBIMU Kpi3MeTkep, KP F2KBM FK
HI.0I. YaonuxaHoB aTeiHAaFb! Tapux KoHE STHOJIOTHS MHCTUTYTHIHBIH XX Facwpiarsl KaszakcraH Tapuxbl OeJMIiHIH MEHrepyIici,
(Kazakcran).

PEJAKINUAJIBIK AJIKA
AbazoB Pajpuc ®@aumcyabt — PhD, KomymOust yHMBEpCHTETiHIH agblOHKT-TIpodeccopbl, Kazak YITTBIK arpapiblk 3epTrey
YHUBEPCUTETIHIH XaJbIKapaIbIK BIHTBIMAKTACTHIK JKOHIHAET1 MPOPEeKTOPHI, JKackll xaHe TYPaKThl 1aMy MHCTUTYTHIHBIH JUPEKTOPHI,
MBA GarnapiaMachIHbIH YHIECTIpyIIici.
AonbipaxmanoB Tomo0exk OO0iMyabl — Tapux FBUIBIMIAPBIHEIH JOKTOPEL, Tpodeccop, Kpiprerz PecrmyOmmukacskl  ¥NTTHIK
FBUIBIM aKaJeMHSCBIHBIH KoppecnoHaeHT-mytueci, JKycin Banacarpin ateinmarsl Keiprbi3 Memiekertik yHuBepcureri (KpIprbi3
Pecny6mukacel, Bimkex).
AyanacoBa 9auMa MycipKbI3bl — TapuX FRUIBIMIAPBIHGEIH JoKTOpEI, JI.H. I'ymmtes atsiagarst Eypasust YITTBIK yHHBEpCHTETIHIH
npo¢ecCopsl.

906in1 Epkin AMaHKOJYJIBI — Tapux FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHI, Hpodeccop, KP BFM FK Mewmneker Tapuxsl HHCTHTYTHIHBIH
nupektopsl. (Kasakcran).
Omimbaii Hypcan — Tapux FeUIBIMAApBIHBIH KaHauaatel, npodeccop, LI VonunxanoB aTteiHarbl Tapux KoHE ITHOJOTHS

WHCTHTYTHIHBIH 0ac FRUTBIMHU KbI3MeTkepi (Kazakcran).

Bepuep Kynthua (Werner, Cynthia) — Tapux FpUIbIMIapbIHBIH JOKTOPEL, podeccop, Texac yuusepcureri, (AKLL).

Jaiinep Anexcanap (Diener Alexander) — Tapux FBUIBIMIApPBIHBIH TOKTOPHI, podeccop. Kansac yrusepcureri, (AKLI).
JuxkymameB Ackap Mam6eTOBHY — TapuX FBUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JIOKTOpEI, Hpodeccop, O30ekcran PecryOmmkackiHbIH FHUTBIM
Axanemusicel Kapakanmakcran Oemimmieciniy Kapakanmak ryMaHUTapiblK FhUIBIMAAp 3€pTTEY HHCTUTYTHIHBIH Tapux OGemimi
MeHTepyIIici.

Kapken Ajirya MaJikKbI3bl — TapuXx FUIBIMAAPBIHBIH NOKTOpEI, JI.H. ['ymuneB ateianarsl Eypasus ¥NTTHIK YHUBEPCHUTETIHIH
npogeccopsl.

Koxxuposa Cperiiana BacmeBHa — casicaTTaHy FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPEI, podeccop, Pynan YHusepcurerinin Kpitaii sxoHe
Opransik A3USHBI 3epTTey OpTaNBIFBIHBIH MeH «AcTtana» XFK Oipnecken nupekropsl (Kazaxcran).

Keke6aeBa I'ykayhap KakeHKBI3bI — TapuxX FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHI, mpodeccop, On-Dapabu ateiHnarsl Kazak yiaTThIK
yauBepcuteTi. (Kasakcran).

KaobiiaiuaoB 3usdexk EpMykaHyibl — Tapux FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH TOKTOpHL, mpodeccop, KP IlpesumeHTiHIH >KaHBIHAAFBI
¥YFA akagemuri, KP F2KBM FK IILIII. YonuxaHoB atbiHAarsl Tapux jkoHE 3THOJOTHS HHCTUTYTHIHBIH bac mupektopsl (KazakcTan).
Kapacaes Fanu Mykamyjabl — Tapux FBUIBIMAAPBIHEIH TOKTOPHI, Mpodeccop, KP FrutbiM xoHE KOFapbl OLTIM MHHHCTPIIITI
Frmbv komureTiHiE MeMiekeT Tapuxbl HHCTHTY THIHBIH 0ac FEUTBIMHU KbI3METKepi, ACTaHa K.

Moppucon Anekcanap (Morrison Alexander) — PhD, npodeccop Okcdopckoro yuusepcurera (BeaukoOpuranust).

MymunoB Ourip6ex Kypoanyibl — Tapux FRUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHL, Ipodeccop, Mcnam Tapuxsl, eHep jKoHE MOACHUET FHUIBIMU -
3epTTey OPTaNbIFGIHBIH aFa FELTbIME Kbi3MeTkepi IRCICA — Islam Tarih, Sanat ve Kiiltiir Arastirma Merkezi. (Typkus, CTamGyn K.).

OyTtpamM AJjlaH — apXeoJoTHs FBUIBIMJIAPBIHBIH JIOKTOPBI, JDKCETEp YHHBEPCHTETIHIH apXeoJIOTHs JKOHEe Tapux KadeapachlHbIH
npodeccops! (¥IeIOpuTanms, JKceTep).
CumtukoB JKomapt KynaiibepreHyJbl — Tapux FhUIBIMIAPBIHBIH KaHIUAATHI, cascaTTaHy FBUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHI,

Abait arpiHgarel Kazak yYATTBIK MEAarorHKajblK YHUBEPCUTETIHIH CascaTTaHy »JKoHE oNeyMETTIK-(QUIOoCODUSIbIK IOHASD
KadeapachHBIH MEHTepYIIiCi.

CMmaryioB Opazak CMaFyJIyJibl — TapuX FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH AOKTOPHI, mpodeccop, KP IIpesunentinin xausingarsl YFA akagemuri,
Banon reimbM akameMusichiHbIH Kopp.-mymeci, HIIII. YonuxaHoB aThIHOAarbl CHIMIBIKTBIH JIAypeaThl, FEUIBIM MEH TEXHHKaHBIH
enobek cinipren Kaiiparkepi, JI.H. I'ymunes ateranarst Eypasust yinTTeIK yHUBEpCcUTeTiHIH Tpodeccopsl. (Acrana, Kasakcran).
TypnanueBa YHoanon KanapGekkbI3bl — TapHX FbUIBIMIAPBIHBIH TOKTOPbI, OpTanblk A3usiiaFbl AMEpHUKaH YHHBEPCHTETIHIH
npogeccopsl.

Mlaiinyanaes Mlamynat — Tapux FhUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOPBI, mpodeccop, TepMe3 MeMIIEKeTTIK YHHBEPCHUTETiHIH O30ekcTaH
Tapuxbl Kad)eApachIHBIH MEHTepYIIiCi.

Iunmekn Kato — PhD, Hapanarer MogeHu KYHIBUIBIKTapAbIH YITTHIK FUIBIME-3epTTey HHCTUTYTH (XKanonws, Hapa).

KAYAIITBI PEJAKTOP
Tam6aeBa Kagnua UckaHmapKpI3bl — Tapux FEUIBIMAAPBIHBIH KaHAUAAThI, KbIpFeI3 PecmyOmukackl YNTTHIK FEUIBIM aKaJICMHSIChI
B. )KamrepuunoB ateiHaarel Tapux, apXeoJaoTus sKOHE STHOIOTHS HHCTUTYTHIHBIH apXeoJoTus 0eiMiHiH MEHrepyIIici.

FbIJIBIMU PEJAKTOPJIAP
OterenoB Mapat 3eHHATYJIbl — TapUX FBUIBIMJIAPBIHBIH KAaHIUIATHI, KaybIMAACTHIPBLUTFaH mpodeccop, «I1I. YonuxaHoB aTeIHAAFHI
Kexmeray yausepcureri» KeAK Tapux, reorpadus xaHe alleyMeTTIK-TyMaHUTAPJIBIK MIOHEP KadeapackHBIH MEHTepYIIici.
MykanoBa I'yanap Kaiip o/u1akbI3bl — TapuX FBRUIBIMIAPBIHBIH KAaHAUIATHL, Ipodeccop, AcTaHa KaJaChIHIaFbl TILIIT.
VYonuxaHoB aTbIHIArbl TapuXx jKoHE STHOJIOTUSI HHCTUTYTHI (DMITHAJIBIHBIH JKETEKII i FBUIBIMH KbI3METKePi.

TEXHUKAJIBIK XATHIbI
Ar3am PaiibiMéek P3agexyabl — maructp, Kazakctan Mmen OpTanbik A3us TapuXbl HHCTHTYTHIHBIH Kbi3MeTKepi (KaszakcTan)
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I'JIABHBII PEJAKTOP

Kymaraii Camat — ['enepanbublii supextop UactutyTa ncropun Kasaxcrana u entpansaoit Asun (Kasaxcran)
A3myxaHoBa AliMaH MaxcOTOBHA — KaHIHU/IAT HCTOPHYECKHUX HAYK, ACCOLMUPOBaHHBI npodeccop (Kazaxcran)
3aMecTHTE/b IJIABHOTO peAaKTopa:
Yepenanop KoncranTuH BiaiMMupoBHY — KaHIUIAT HMCTOPHUYECKUX HAYK, BENYIIUN HAy4YHBIA COTPYIHHK,
3aBenyromui otnenoM ucropun Kazaxcrana XX Beka MHcrutyra uctopuu u sTHonoruu um. Y.U. Banuxanosa.
KH MHBO PK (Kazaxcran)

PEJAKIIMOHHAS KOJUIET Us1
A6azoB Papuc ®anucoBuy — PhD, ampronkr-npodeccop KomyMOUICKOr0 yHHBEpCHTETa, MPOPEKTOP MO MEXIYHAPOIHOMY
coTpyaHuuecTBy Ka3axckoro HalMoHaJbHOTO arpapHOTO HCCIIEA0BaTeIbCKOrO yHHBEpcuTera, nupekrop MHcturyTta 3enéHoro u
YCTOMYUBOTO pa3BUTHSA, KOOPAUHATOP nporpaMMbl MBA.
AoapipaxmanoB Tono0ex AOHIOBHY — JOKTOP HCTOPHYECKHX HayK, podeccop, wieH-koppectionneHT HAH KP, Keiprezckuit
rocyaapcTBeHHbIi yHrBepeuTeT uM. JKycyna banacarsina (Keipreisckas Pecriy6nmka, r. Buriikex).
Aot EpxkuH AMaHXKOI0BHY — JOKTOp HMCTOPHUYECKHX Hayk, mpodeccop, MuctutyT mcropmm rocymapcrea KH MHBO PK
(Kazaxcran).
Annmb6aii Hypcan — kaHIUAAT NCTOPUUYECKUX HayK, IPodeccop, IIaBHBINA HAy4YHbIH COTPYIHUK MHCTUTYTa HCTOPUN M ATHOJOTHH
M. Y. Y. Banuxanosa KH MHBO PK (Kazaxcran).
AyaHacoBa AimmmMa MycHpoBHAa — JOKTOp HCTOPHYECKUX Hayk, npodeccop, EBpasuiickuii HalMOHANbHBIA YHHUBEPCUTET UMEHU
JLH. I'ymunesa.
Bepnep Cuntust (Werner Cynthia) — noxrop ucropnueckux Hayk, npodeccop. Texacckuii yauepcuret (CILIA).
Naiinep Aaexcanap (Diener Alexander) — noxrop ucropudeckux Hayk, npodeccop. Kansacckuii yausepcurer (CIIA).
JuxkymameB Ackap Mam6eTOBHY — JOKTOP MCTOPHYECKHX HayK, Ipodeccop, 3aBeayronmii oTaenoM ncropun Kapakamakckoro
Hay4YHO-UCCIIEI0BATEIbCKOTO HHCTUTyTa TyMmaHHTapHbIX Hayk (Kapaxanmakckoe otnenenue Axagemun Hayk PecryOGuukn
V30ekucraH).
Kapken Aiiryns MainkoBHa — JIOKTOp HCTOPUYECKUX HayK, podeccop EBpasniickoro HaMOHAILHOTO YHHBEPCHTETa NUMEHH
JLH. I'ymunéaa.
Hemaryiaos Opazak McemarysioBu4 — JOKTOP HCTOPUYECKHX Hayk, podeccop, akagemuk HAH PK npu IIpesunenre PK, unen-
kopp. bonoHckoit akanemun Hayk, nmaypeat npemud uM. U.U. BannxaHoBa, 3aciry)KeHHBIH JesTeNb HAyKH U TEXHUKH, podeccop
EBpazuiickoro nammonanpHoro yHuBepcutera nMenn JI.H. ['ymmiesa (Kazaxcran).
Ka6yabaunos 3usabex EpmyxanoBmu — 1OKTOp HMCTOpHYecKHX Hayk, npodeccop, akagemuk HAH PK mpu Ilpesumenre PK,
T'enepansnblil qupexrop UHcTuTyTa icTopru 1 3THONOrMM M. Y.Y. Bamixanosa KH MHBO PK (Kasaxcran).
Kapacaes 'anu MykameBH4 — JOKTOp HCTOPHYECKHX HAyK, Mpodeccop, INIaBHBIN HAyYHBIH COTPYIHHK MHCTUTYyTa HUCTOpUU
rocynapctBa Komurera Haykn MunucrepctBo Hayku u Beiciero oopasoBanus Pecriynmku Kasaxcran, r. Actana.

Kato Cuna3m (Shinji Kato) — PhD, HanmoHanbHBIHf HaydHO-MCCIEOBATENLCKH WHCTUTYT KYJIBTYPHBIX LeHHOCTed B Hape
(Anonus, r. Hapa).
KoxkupoBa CBernana BacmeBHa — JOKTOp MOJNMTHYECKMX Hayk, mpodeccop, comupekrop LlenTpa nccnenoBanms Kuras u

Henrpansroii A3un @ynansckoro YHusepcurera ¥ MHK «Actanay, pykoBoaurens LleHTpa KHTaliCKUX U a3HATCKHUX HCCIIETOBAHUN
(Kazaxcran).

Koke6aeBa I'yab:kayxap KakeHoOBHa — JOKTOp HCTOPHYECKHX HaykK, mpodeccop Ka3zaxckoro HalMOHAIBHOTO YHHBEPCHTETA
uMeHd anb-Papadu. (Kazaxcran).

Moppucon Aaexcanap (Morrison Alexander) — PhD, npodeccop Okcdopckoro yHuBepceurera (Benukobpuranus).

MymunoB Ammupéexk Kyp6aHoBHY — JOKTOp HCTOpPHYECKHMX HayK, Hpodeccop, CTapmmii HAay4IHBIH COTPYIHHK
VccnenoBaTenseKoro MeHTpa McnaMckoil uctopuu, uckycetBa M KyabTypsl IRCICA — Islam Tarih, Sanat ve Kiiltiir Arastirma
Merkezi. (Typuwus, r. CtamOyn).

OyTtpamM AaH — JOKTOP apXeoJOTHYECKHX HayK, Ipodeccop IemapTaMeHTa apXeoJOTHH M MCTOPHH YHHBEPCHUTETa DKceTepe
(Benukobpuranus, r. Dxcerep).

CumtnkoB Komapt KynaiiGepreHoBn4 — KaHANIAT HCTOPHYECKUX HAYK, JOKTOP IOJMTHYECKUX HAyK, 3aBEAYIONMI Kadenpoi
HOJIUTOJIOTUH ¥ COIMANILHO-(DI10coCKuX AucIUIUIMH Ka3zaxcKoro HalMOHAIBHOTO ITEJarorMIeckoro YHUBepcuTeTa MMeH! AGast.
TypaanueBa Yoamnon J[ikanap6ekoBHa — JOKTOp MCTOPMYECKHMX HayK, Hpodeccop AMEPUKAHCKOTO YHHUBEPCHTETa B
LlenTpanbHoit A3um.

Mlaiixyanaes lanyaat — QOKTOp UCTOPHYECKHX HAYK, mpodeccop, 3aBeAyomuii kageapoii ucropun ¥Y3oekucrana Tepme3ckoro
TOCYAapCTBEHHOTO YHUBEPCUTETA.

OTBETCTBEHHEI PEJTAKTOP
Tamoaesa Kaguua UckannapoBHa — KaHIUIAT UCTOPUUYECKUX HAyK, 3aBelyrollas OTIesloM apxeosorud MHcTuTyTa Hcropuy,
apxeoJsioruu u 3tHosoruu uM. b. JxamrepunHoBa HanmonaneHo# akagemun Hayk Keipreizckoit Pecy6mmku.

HAYYHBIE PEJAKTOPbBI
YrerenoB MapaTt 3eHHATOBUY — KaHAMIAT HCTOPUYECKHX HAyK, aCCOLMUPOBAHHBIA mpodeccop, 3aBenyrommii Kapenpoi
HCTOPHH, Teorpadyu U CONnaIbHO-TyMaHuTapHbIX Hayk HAO «Koxkmrerayckuii yauBepcuteT umeHu L. YamixanoBay.
MyxkanoBa I'oabnap KaiipoJJnHOBHA — KaHIWIAT UCTOPUYECKHUX HAyK, Mpodeccop, BeAyIIUH HAyYHBIH COTPYIHUK (uanana
B I. Actana MHcruryTa ucropuu u stHosoruu um. Y.Y.Banuxanosa.

TEXHUYECKWIA CEKPETAPH
Ar3am Paiibiméek P3agexyibl — maructp, coTpyaauk MuctutyTa ucropun Kazaxcrana u LlenrpansHoit Azun (KazaxcTan).
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Abstract. Introduction. The article examines the socio-demographic processes that have been
taking place in the city of Almaty since the late XIX-th and early XX-th centuries. The historical
stages of the city's formation from the Vernyi fortress to the end of the 30s of the XX century are
analyzed. The purpose and objectives of the study. The main purpose of the article is to study the
dynamics of the demographic state of the urban population according to the population censuses of
1897, 1926 and 1939. Materials and methods. The authors were guided by the principle of
historicism, as well as the fundamentals of the theory of knowledge. The methodological and
theoretical basis of the research was the identification of dialectical patterns of historical and
demographic development. The research uses methods of statistical analysis, comparison,
generalization, systematic approaches, etc. Results. According to chronological and thematic
principles, three periods are considered. The first one originates from the foundation of the Verny
Fortress (1854) to the First All-Russian Population Census in 1897. The second one covers the
difficult time in social terms before the All-Union Population Census of 1926. The third concerns
the inter-census period from 1926 to 1939. At this moment, the city of Alma Ata takes on the first
outlines of the future capital of Kazakhstan. Conclusions. As a result of the study, the dynamics of
population growth in Almaty was traced. The number of residents of the city was affected by the
transfer of the capital, which occurred primarily due to political factors and took place despite its
remoteness from other vital centers of the republic, frequent earthquakes and mudflows, the
uncertainty of the industrial profile of the city, the inaccessibility of railway tracks at that time, etc.
Like other cities of the republic, Almaty has experienced a demographic catastrophe several times.
The city was involved in all the state-political transformations in the 20-30s of the XX century.
Such as industrialization, collectivization, NEP, and the elimination of illiteracy. The factors that
affected the city at the beginning of the century were the growth of professional skills and the socio-
cultural level of the population due to the opening of new jobs through the construction of factories
in the light and food industries, educational and cultural institutions, etc.

Key words: Vernyi, Alma-Ata, Almaty, city, demography, census, migration, national composition.
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XIX r. COHbI - XX r. BACBIHJIAT' bl AIMATbBI KAJTACBIHBIH
KAJIBIIITACYBI MEH TPACOOPMALIUAJIAHY bBI

Omaposa I'yanap Onimbexkwizbl

[I.II. YonuxaHoB aTbIHAAFBI TAPUX KOHE ITHOJIOTUS HHCTUTYTHI
Anwmartsl, Kazakcran PecnyOmukacer
FputbiMu KbI3METKED

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0583-1113. E-mail: Gulomarova@rambler.ru

Angarna. Kipicne. Makanana KazakCTaHHBIH 5KOHOMHKAJIBIK, FHIJIBIMUA, MOJICHU, KAPXKbl OPTAJIBIFBI
0oJFaH JkoHE OOJIBIN Kajla OEpeTiH eH ipi Meramnonuci AjMaTthl Kalachl XaiaKbIHBIH XX F. asfbl MeH
XX r. OacbiHAarbl AeMorpadusuiblKk JaMybl KapacThIpbUIFaH. AJIMAThl KaldachIHBIH KaJbIITacy
TapUXBIHBIH HEri3ri Ke3eHAepl TallaHbIl, OHBIH BepHbI OekiHICi periHae ipreTachl KajJaHFaH
yakpiTTal Oactam, XX raceipapiy 30-xbinnapel Kazak KCP-iHiH acraHachiHa aifHaIFaHFa JIEHIHTI
namybl KapacTelpblibl. XIX racelpablH opracbiHaH Oacrtar, KazakcraH aymarblHIa, ocipece
Kajiajapza, casiCH, 9JIEyMETTIK-IKOHOMUKAIIBIK JKOHE MOJIEHU e3repictep OipiHEH CoH Oipi »Kypifd,
OHIP/IH QJICyMETTIK-AeMOorpadUsIIbIK JKaFJaliblHa aUTapabIKTall BIKMAN €TTi. 3epTTEeYdiH MaKcaThbl
MeH MiHaeTTepi. MakananblH Herisri makcarbl 1897, 1926 sxone 1939 sxplnmapaarbl XaiblK caHAFbI
OOWBIHIIIA Kajla XaJKbIHBIH ©CI-eHyiH JeMorpadusiablK TYpFbiIa 3epTTey. Marepuajjgap MEH
omicrep. Hotmxkenep. XpoHOIOTHSIIBIK XKOHE TAKBIPBINTHIK Karuaajdapra CyHeHE OTBIPBIN, MaKaa
yur kezeHi kapactoipasl (1854-1897 »xok., 1897-1926 »xok. xone 1926-1939 xok.). bipinmi ke3eH
Bepnbiii OekiniciHiH KananybslHaH Oacrtam, 1897 sxbuibl xkypriziired | Bykinpeceimik >kammsl
CAHAKKA JEHIHT1 apaiabIKTarbl BepHBI XaNKbIHBIH KYpaMblHIa OOJIFaH e3repicTepli KaMTHIBI.
Exinmi ke3en 1897 sxwumrbl canak meH 1926 sxkplirbl BYKiIOZAKTHIK CAHAK ApasbIFBIHIAFBI Kaja
XaIIKBIHBIH ocin-eHyiH 3epaeneiimi. Ymrinmi ke3eH 1926 »xeiiman 1939 xeimra meifinri keseHmi
kamtuael. Ochl kKe3eHaeri Anmarel Kajlachkl Ka3zakcTaHHBIH OoJallaK acTaHACBIHBIH aijgarbl 70
KBUIFA apHAJIFaH aJFallKbl KeJlOeTiH kepceremi. TyXKbIpbIMaap. 3epTTey HOTHKECIHIe AJIMAThI
KaJachl XaJKBIHBIH ©Cy TUHAMHKACHI MEH QJICYMETTIK KYPBUIBIMBIHJIAFBI ©3repicTep KOPCETIIeI.
Kana TypreIHAapBIHBIH CaHBIHA KOJIAWIBI KIMMATTHIK JkaFfaiinap ocep erti. XIX raceIpiblH eKiHIIi
*KapTteickl MeH XX fachIpAblH OacbiHAa OOJiFaH >KOMKBIH JKE€p CIIKIHICTepIHE KapaMacTaH
KpI3putopiaan actana aybICTHIPBULABL. PecmyOnmmkamgarbl 0acka Kamamap CHSKTBL, AJMaThl Ja
Oipuemie pgemorpadusiblk garaapeicTel  Oactan  eTkepai. Kama 1920-1930 xbuimaprarsl
MEMJIEKETTIK-casicu e3repicTepAiH opTtaibiFbiHaa Oomnbirn, XXIC cascathl, cayaTCHI3ABIKTHI KOO,
WHYCTPUSIIAHIBIPY, YOKBIMIACTBIPY CEKIUIAl pedopManapiblH OCEPiH CE3iHIl JKOHE OJIapAblH
JAFapbICTBHIK caijapiapblH OactaH kemipai. Jlereamen, XX racblpAblH OachlHOa XaJdbIKTHIH
QJIEyMETTIK-MOJIEH MEH KociOM JeHrediHiH ecyl Oaikanabl. byn Oimim Oepy *oHE MopeHHU
MEKEeMEeJEpiH allblIybl, 3aybITTap MEH (haOpuKanaplblH, TEMIp >KOJJIBIH CaJbIHYbl apKacblHAA
MYMKIiH OOJI/IBI.

Tyiiin ce3nep: Bepusiii, Anma-Ata, AiMartsl, Kana, qemorpadus, CaHakK, KOl -KOH, YITTBIK KypaM.
Joiiexco3 ymin: OmapoBa I'A. XIX r. combl — XX F. OacwhlHIarbl AJMaThl KaJlaChIHBIH
KaJbIITacybl MeH Tpacopmanusianysl // Scientific Journal “Central Asian courier”. 2026. T. 2. Ne
2.282-296 066. (Arputmr.). DOI: 10.64970/3105-241X_2026_2_2 282-296

®OPMUPOBAHUE U TPAHCO®OPMAIIUA 'OPOOA
AJIMATBI B KOHLE XIX - HAYAJIE XX BB.

TIynonap Anumbexosna Omaposa
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AHHoOTanusi. BBenenune. B crarbe paccMOTpeHBI COLMANBbHO-IEMOrpaduyeckre IMpoLeccHl,
npoucxonupie B ropoae Anmatel ¢ koHna XIX - nagama XX BekoB. Ilpoanann3upoBaHbI
MCTOPUYECKUE 3Talbl CTAHOBJIEHUSI ropoja oT Kpenoctd Bepusblit 10 xkonna 30-x rogoB XX Beka.
ens m 3amaum uccienoBaHuss. OCHOBHOM WEIBIO CTAaThbU SIBIISIETCS HCCIENOBAHME JUHAMUKHU
neMorpaduyeckoro COCTOSHUSI TOPOJICKOTO HaceleHHs MO JaHHBIM Iepenuceil HacenmeHus 1897,
1926 u 1939 ronos. Marepuansl 1 MeTOABl. ABTOPBI PYKOBOACTBOBAIUCH TPUHIIMIIOM HUCTOPU3MA, a
TaKXX€ OCHOBAMHU TEOpPHH MO3HaHMs. MeTOA0I0ro-TeopeTHueCcKOi OCHOBOM HCCIIEI0OBAaHUS CTajlo
BBISIBJIEHUE JUAJEKTUUECKMX 3aKOHOMEPHOCTEH HCTOpHKO-IeMorpaduyeckoro pasButus. B
UCCIICIOBAHUN TNPUMEHEHbl METO[bl CTaTUCTUYECKOTO aHaju3a, CpaBHEHUs, 0000IIeHus,
cUCTeMHBIM noaxonsl U aAp. Pesynbratel. 1lo xpoHONOrMUecKOMy M TEMaTUYECKOMY MPUHLIMIIAM
paccMoTpeHo Tpu nepuoza. IlepBblif OepeT cBoe Havano OT 0CHOBaHUS KpenocTti Bepubiit (1854 1)
no Ilepsoit Bcepoccuiickoit nepenvicu Hacenenusi 1897 roma. Bropoil oxBaThIBaeT TSKEIOE B
COLMAJIBHOM IIIaHe BpeMs 10 Bceecoro3Hoil nepenvcu Hacenenus 1926 roma. Tperuit 3arparuBaer
MEXIIepenuCcHON NnpoMexyTok ¢ 1926 roma mo 1939 rog. B stor MomeHnt ropon Anma-Ara
npuoOpeTaeT mnepBble ouepTaHust Oynymied cronunsl Kasaxcrana. BeiBomel. B pesynbrare
UCClieIoBaHus Oblila MpOCIeKeHa JUHAMHUKa pocTa HaceleHus ropona Anmarel. Ha dncieHHOCTD
JKUTEJeH Topojia MOBJUSI IEPEHOC CTONUILIBI, KOTOPBII MPOU30IIEI BCIASICTBHE B IEPBYIO OYEpEab
MOJUTUYECKUX (PAKTOPOB M COCTOSIICS HECMOTPS Ha OTAAJICHHOCTh OT APYTUX )KHU3HEHHO Ba)KHBIX
LHEHTPOB pecrnyOluKH, 4YacTbleé 3EMIIETPSICEHUS] M  CEeJleBble IIOTOKH, HEOIPEIeIeHHOCTD
IPOMBILUIEHHOT'O TPOQUIIS TOPOJIa, HA TOT MOMEHT TPYAHOAOCTYIHOCTh JKE€JIE3HOAOPOKHBIX My TeH,
u ap. Kak u apyrue ropoma pecrnyOonuku AnMarbl HECKOJIBKO pa3 MEpEeXuil aeMorpadudecKyro
katactpody. [opon ObUT BOBIIEUEH BO BCE TOCYIAPCTBEHHO-TIONUTUIECKUE Mpeodpa3oBanus B 20-
30x romax XX Beka. Takume kak UWHAycTpuanuzauus, kosuektuBuzauus, HOIII, nuxBumanus
O6esrpamoTtHOCTH. akTOpaMu, CKa3aBIIMMHCS Ha TOpoJe B Hadaje BeKa, CTald pOCT
po()eCCHOHAITLHBIX HABBIKOB M COIMOKYJIBTYPHOTO YPOBHS HACEICHUS 3a CUET OTKPBITHS HOBBIX
pabounx MecT TyTeM CTpouTenbcTBa (aOpUK JIErKOH W MHUIIEBOM TMPOMBIIIIEHHOCTH,
00111600pa30BaTeNIbHBIX U KYIBTYPHBIX YUPEXKACHUN U JIp.

KiaroueBbie cioBa: Bepnsbiii, Anma-Ata, AnmMatsl, Topon, aemorpadus, HNepenuch, MHUTpaius,
HaIlMOHAJILHBIA COCTAB.

Jast nurupoBanmusa: OmapoBa [ A. ®opmupoBanue u TpaHcpopmanus ropora AiMaThl B KOHIIE
XIX — nmauane XX BB. // Scientific Journal “Central Asian courier”. 2026. T. 2. Ne 2. C. 282-296.
(Ha anrn.). DOI: 10.64970/3105-241X_2026_2_2_282-296

Introduction. Almaty, which held the status of the capital of Kazakhstan throughout its
formation and development, holds a special place in historical demography. It is not only a major
metropolis but also the largest city in the republic, evolving in many directions, primarily as the
financial and cultural center of the country. Studying the multifaceted nature of the former capital
has become one of the pressing issues in the exploration of urbanization processes, not only in
historical science but also in applied research. For a deeper understanding of the city’s history, it is
certainly necessary to examine its socio-economic and cultural development. An integral component
of such research involves studying the demographic situation and ethnic composition, as well as the
historical consequences of migration. Currently, investigating the features of the historical-
demographic development of Almaty in retrospect is of great significance.

The scientific novelty of the article lies in examining the features of the dynamics of
formation and development of the nearly thousand-year-old city of Almaty from a demographic
perspective. It investigates population changes in the ethnic, gender-age, educational, professional,
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and social composition of the population, natural growth, as well as migration processes during the
second half of the 19th and early 20th centuries. New statistical data from previously unstudied
archival documents and other sources are introduced into scholarly discourse.

The article analyzes the main indicators of population growth in the city of Almaty from 1854
to 1939, as recorded in nationwide population censuses. This growth occurred as a result of socio-
economic transformations and efforts aimed at the spiritual and cultural development of society
during the second half of the 19th century to the 1930s. It should be noted that, until now, the
military-administrative policy of the Russian Empire in Semirechye (Zhetysu) regarding
demographic issues has not been the subject of specialized research and has largely remained
outside the focus of scholars.

Materials and Methods. The research was based on the latest achievements and fundamental
developments recently used in domestic historical science. For instance, digitized documentary
materials were utilized, from which new statistical information and data on the city's development
were obtained. The study primarily employed numerous statistical data on the national, social, and
gender-age composition of the city of Verny, as well as information on birth rates, mortality, and
migration.

We obtained the primary information from materials stored in the collections of the Central
State Archive of the Republic of Kazakhstan (CSA RK), as well as from the repositories of the City
Archive of Almaty. The acquired documents have revealed important information on the history of
the city's formation-initially as a settlement, later as a fortress, and then as the city of Verny in the
Semirechye Oblast. Specifically, documents discovered in collections No. 3 and No. 44 of the
Central State Archive of the Republic of Kazakhstan provide detailed insight into key demographic
aspects of the topic, which are introduced into scholarly circulation as important sources. It should
be noted that the materials from collection No. 3 contain information on political events in the
region that influenced the level of trade development, data on the social structure of the city's
population, and details regarding the history of the construction of the \erny fortress.

Of great value are the holdings of the Central Statistical Administration under the Council of
Ministers of the Kazakh SSR within the Central State Archive of the Republic of Kazakhstan (CSA
RK), which contain documents of the Central Statistical Administration of the USSR. These
materials pertain to the population size of Kazakhstan, data on its national and gender-age
composition, natural and mechanical population growth, directions and rates of migration, among
others. The article also utilizes valuable documentary collections and encyclopedias from the late
19th to early 20th centuries.

The materials of the Kazakh Central Executive Committee (KazCEC) were found in the
National Archive of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Documents regarding administrative-territorial
changes in Central Asia, particularly in the context of the national-state delimitation of 1924 when
the borders between the Kazakh and Uzbek Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republics were defined,
are stored in the Central State Archive of the Republic of Uzbekistan. The holdings of the State
Planning Committee of the USSR (Gosplan USSR) were studied at the Russian State Archive of
Economics.

In addition, the study draws on materials collected during research expeditions conducted by
foreign scholars, as well as information from periodical publications. Data on the city of Verny are
found in the travel accounts of the pre-revolutionary period concerning the Semirechensk Region of
the Turkestan Territory, as well as in other sources. For example, publications such as Questions of
Colonization, Turkestan Gazette, Proceedings of the Imperial Russian Geographical Society, and
numerous other journals and newspapers contain summary reports, statistical data, and various
reference materials (Questions of Colonization, 1907, etc.). Materials from the Reviews of the
Semirechensk Region for the periods 1881-1886, 1888-1896, and 1899-1915 were used to
characterize the population of Verny and to assess its political and socio-economic conditions (e.qg.,
Review of the Semirechensk Region for 1881, etc.).

In analyzing the sources used in this study, new data and documents were incorporated and
compared in order to achieve a deeper and more detailed examination of the historical and
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demographic past of the city of Almaty. The comprehensive body of materials analyzed contributed
to addressing the research problems formulated in the article.

The chronological framework of the study spans the period from the 1850s to 1939, during
which the historical and socio-demographic development of the city of Almaty is examined.

The territorial scope of the research focuses on the city of Verny (Alma-Ata, Almaty), which
at that time served as the administrative center of the Semirechensk Region and later became the
capital of the Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic.

Discussion. The history of the metropolis of Almaty has attracted the attention of scholars,
travelers, government officials, and military personnel since the second half of the nineteenth
century. Researchers examined the region from various perspectives, including economic,
geographical, ethnographic, and others. Its strategically advantageous location provided officials of
the Russian Empire with a convenient foothold for pursuing policies in southern Kazakhstan aimed
at strengthening the imperial interests of Tsarist Russia in the Trans-1li Alatau region.

The historiography devoted to the study of the city can be divided into several periods. Pre-
revolutionary studies of the second half of the nineteenth century and the early twentieth century
addressed the reasons for the construction of the Verny fortress, as reflected in the works of N.A.
Ledenev (Ledenev, 1909:75), A. lIvanov (Ivanov, 1890: 98), N. Fredericks (Fredericks: 696), N.V.
Sorokin (Sorokin, 1886: 361), and M.L. Yudin (Yudin, 1914: 956). During his travels in Central
Asia, 1. Zarubin published a number of travel notes in issues of Russkii Vestnik (Russian Herald)
(Zarubin, 1879: 53). P. Kalitin and N.V. Sorokin, in their descriptions of Verny prior to the
Revolution, addressed aspects of the everyday life of the mixed Russian—Kazakh city (Kalitin,
1890:80; Sorokin, 1886: 369-370). The traveler G.K. Gins drew attention to the customs and way of
life of the local population (Gins, 1911: 700). The economy and trade of Verny were examined in
the work of A.G. Rotchev (Rotchev, 1870: 410-414).

Results. The existence of the settlement of Almatu along the Great Silk Road was discussed
in the works of such scholars as V.N. Nastich (Nastich, 1993), T.V. Savelyeva (Savelyeva, 1995),
K.M. Baipakov (Baipakov, 2004), and others. Throughout the twentieth century, archaeologists
discovered artifacts within the city that confirm the existence of an ancient settlement on its
territory. In the nineteenth century, Russian travelers, during the construction of the Verny fortress,
noted in their accounts the history of the “Apple City”, which served as a station for Genoese
merchants traveling to China. In 1879, I. Zarubin characterized the city of Verny as “the capital of
the Semirechensk Region, built on the site of the indigenous settlement of Almaty” (Zarubin, 1879:
653). In his article on trade with Bukhara merchants, G. Potanin referred to eighteenth-century
wintering settlements that he discovered “in Almaty and along the Talas River” (Potanin, 1868:22).

Intending to strengthen the authority of the Russian Empire in the Semirechensk Region in the
mid-nineteenth century, the Governor-General of Western Siberia, G.Kh. Gasford, did not confine
himself to the construction of fortresses in the region. By his order, the administrative headquarters
of the Kazakhs of the Senior Zhuz was transferred to this area, with a proposal to station military
units nearby.

The survey of the newly acquired territories was entrusted to Captain M.D. Peremyshlsky,
who examined the northern slopes of the Alatau, including the areas of Talgar, the Bolshaya and
Malaya Almatinka rivers, Kaskelen, and Shamalgan. In the course of searching for a suitable
location, the Kazakh settlement of Almaty, situated on the left bank of the Malaya Almatinka River,
was considered. This site was deemed advantageous from both strategic and economic perspectives.
In his report to G.F. Gasford dated 8 August 1853, M.D. Peremyshlsky wrote: “When, together with
Engineer Lieutenant Alexandrov, we visited the valley between the First and Second Almatinka
rivers, we became convinced that this place, being extremely rich in forests and meadows and
provided with irrigation channels for cultivation, surpasses Talgar and Issyk. Therefore, we decided
that our future settlement would be Almaty. Moreover, if we settle in this location, the richest
pastures and harvests of the Dulat clan will come under our control” (Central State Archive of the
Republic of Kazakhstan. F.3. In.1. C.71. P.23].
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The establishment of a network of military-administrative centers by the Russian Empire
created broad opportunities for the colonization of the Ili region. In his memorandum no. 64,
submitted to the Minister of War on 28 January 1854, an engineer of the department stated: “...not
far from the fort, on a mountain at a distance of ten kilometers, there is a forest with straight-
trunked trees, abundant and suitable for transportation and processing. In addition, there are slab
stones of granite origin that may be used for the construction of foundations” (Central State Archive
of the Republic of Uzbekistan, F. 715. In.1. C.15. P.82-84).

On 22 April 1854, in letter no. 2230, the acting Governor-General of Western Siberia,
Yakovlev, proposed to the Minister of War, V.A. Dolgorukov, that the fortress be named “Verny” in
the settlement of the Kazakhs of the Great Horde, a proposal that received official approval. Thus,
in 1854, Russian military forces began the construction of the Verny fortress on the site of the
ancient Kazakh settlement of Almaty.

The construction of the Verny Fortress and its transformation into a strong military base
altered the economic situation of the region and played an important role in the development of
trade. The territory of Verny gradually became a promising and secure hub for the transportation of
goods from the interior provinces of Russia to the countries of Central Asia, while caravans from
Central Asia delivered their merchandise to fortresses located farther along the Siberian Line. The
site was advantageous not only from a military standpoint but also in terms of trade. This was noted
in a report submitted by the Governor-General of Western Siberia, G.Kh. Gasford, to the imperial
government. He emphasized that the new fortress would be of great strategic, political, and
commercial importance: “Located in a fertile area beyond the Ili River, the Verny Fortress ... makes
it possible to control caravan routes to Kashgar... to Tashkent and Kokand, and throughout the
Semirechensk Region” (Goryacheva, 1956:103).

In 1855, the number of military Cossack settlers in the Verny fortress totaled 199 individuals,
while in 1856 it amounted to 189. Among them, the number of commissioned officers was 3 in
1855 and 15 in 1856; non-commissioned officers numbered 7 and 15, respectively; Cossacks
numbered 129 and 121; clerks, 9 and 11; musicians, 4 and 0; and teachers, 1 and 1. The reserve
non-commissioned officers numbered 7 in both years, and reserve Cossacks, 39 and 41,
respectively. The total population numbered 6,164 persons, including 4,322 men and 1,842 women.
In terms of religious affiliation, there were 46 Catholics, 1 Lutheran, 44 Jews, and 33 Muslims
(Galiev, 2004:54).

In 1856, the administrative center of the Alatau District was moved from Kapal to Verny.
Local residents referred to the settlement as Almatinsk, but on 11 April 1867, by decree of Tsar
Nicholas II, the Verny Fortress was granted the status of a “city” and officially became Verny. In the
summer of 1867, the Turkestan General-Governorate was established, comprising the Syr-Darya
and Semirechensk regions. The city of Verny was designated as the administrative center of the
Semirechensk Region, and the first military governor of the region was appointed as General G.A.
Kolpakovsky (The History of Almaty in Documents, 2008).

The annexation of the Semirechensk Region by Russia opened the way for the strengthening
of Tsarist policies in the area, the construction of numerous military fortresses, the influx of Russian
Cossacks into Kazakh lands, the seizure of Kazakh pastures, and other consequences. The Kazakhs
of the Senior Zhuz were placed definitively under the colonial rule of the Russian Empire; in other
words, the Russian Empire entered the Zhetysu region, preparing for further expansion. For this
purpose, Zhetysu was transformed into a military base, and Verny became the largest fortress in the
Kazakh steppe, housing a strong garrison equipped with the most modern military technology of the
time. The garrison’s task was not only to strengthen Russian imperial authority but also to maintain
readiness for potential incursions into Central Asia. Regular Cossack troops were also deployed to
suppress uprisings among the indigenous population.

From the second half of the nineteenth century, Verny became the administrative center of the
Semirechensk Region. Since 1867, the City Development Committee operated here, serving as a
temporary executive body of municipal governance. This committee was responsible for
implementing the general city plan, regulating construction standards, and overseeing urban
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improvements, including lighting and water supply. In addition to this committee, the city’s
administrative structure included key economic departments responsible for transport, healthcare,
socio-economic affairs, and education, which were under the authority of the Verny City Head, the
Verny City Administration, and the City Duma, among others.

In December 1867, with the permission of the Turkestan Governor-General, G.A.
Kolpakovsky established a special committee for city construction. The committee was tasked with
developing a plan for the new city as well as resolving issues related to land allocation. By the
summer of 1868, the finalized project was sent to St. Petersburg for approval. According to the plan,
the future city’s territory was to include lands near the Bolshaya Almaty stanitsa, as well as land
owned by the Cossacks near the stanitsa, for which the governor submitted a request to the Ministry
of State Property to allocate land for construction. However, without waiting for project approval
and the official allocation of plots, the city administration began construction of buildings in
accordance with the plan.

The development of the city and the growth of its population were a constant concern for the
municipal administration, particularly regarding the issue of water supply. In February 1868,
Governor G.A. Kolpakovsky issued an order to the Verny City Development Committee: “As a
measure of urban improvement and hygienic precaution in anticipation of spring, take steps to
repair and keep the canals clean...” At the same time, he instructed the chairman of the District
Cossack Administration to prohibit the disposal of “dirt and other waste” near the rivers and canals
(The History of Almaty in Documents, 2008: 27).

According to L.O. Kostenko, in 1863 the Verny Fortress had a population of 6,164
individuals, including 4,322 men and 1,842 women. Regarding the religious composition of the
population, the majority were Orthodox Christians; additionally, there were 137 Roman Catholics,
24 Protestants, 14 Jews, 702 Muslims, 203 Buddhists, and 28 Old Believers.

By 1871, a one-day population census was conducted, which recorded a doubling of the
population to 12,637 people (8,186 men, 4,451 women), primarily due to an increase in the military.
Regarding the social composition of the city's population, its main part consisted of merchants,
petty bourgeois, military personnel, Cossacks, nobles, peasants, and others. Although the city was
home to representatives of over 10 ethnicities and different religions, 60% of the city's population
were Russian Cossacks. They were followed by Ukrainians, as well as Chuvash, Mordvins, and
Cheremis (Mari) who had arrived from the Volga region. As for Tatars, in a separate Tatar
settlement, along with them lived "Sarts" (Uzbeks) from Aulie-Ata, Chimkent, Tashkent, Kokand,
and Kazakhs.

There were 17 enterprises operating in the city. The distillery employed 145 people,
producing 45,000 buckets of wine per year, with an annual income of 171,000 rubles. The 5
workers at the brewery produced 1,755 buckets of beer, generating an annual income of 2,540
rubles. In total, there were 3 tanneries, 11 brick factories, and 1 distillery. These factories employed
265 people. The revenue from their annual production amounted to 270,638 rubles. Trade was also
well-developed in the city, with two large and small bazaars comprising 390 shops.

Verny consisted of the Alma-Atinskaya stanitsa (the old part of the city), the Tatar settlement,
where buildings were constructed from spruce logs, and the new, developing city made of stone and
brick houses. Both the old and new parts of the city were properly planned. The streets were
straight, level, and wide, and trees were planted in many places (though very rarely) (Kostenko,
1880: 420).

At the request of the military governor, two rows of trees were planted along all boulevards.
As early as 1856, on the initiative of G.A. Kolpakovsky, the horticulturist Mark Krestopenko
created a plan and laid the foundations for the Verny State Garden (now the Central Recreation
Park).

On May 28, 1887, an earthquake occurred in the Verny region. Most buildings were
destroyed, and 329 people died, including 161 in the city itself. In an urgent letter to the Governor-
General of the Steppe Krai, G.A. Kolpakovsky, the military governor of the Semirechye region,
A.Ya. Frieden, reported the following: "A severe earthquake, occurring around five o'clock in the
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morning, destroyed many buildings in Verny, among them: churches, gymnasiums, the governor's
house; the hospital was completely destroyed, resulting in enormous damage. Many wounded and
frightened residents are wandering the streets. Necessary measures are being taken, and troops have
been called in to maintain order. As of 11 o'clock, 112 people are known to have died, most of them
children. The information is still incomplete. Minor tremors continue...".

Following the 1887 earthquake, two other major earthquakes occurred in the Semirechye
region and the vicinity of Verny in 1889 and 1910. These events significantly influenced the
proposal to relocate the city from the mountains to the Ili River. However, Governor Kolpakovsky
was categorically opposed. In his report to the Russian Emperor, Senator V.K. Plehve stated that
Governor G.Kh. Kolpakovsky “treated the letter of support from the Duma with respect and very
resolutely insisted that the regional city remain in its former location.”" After lengthy debates, it was
decided to leave the city where it had originally been situated (Satenova, 2014: 219-226).

The Semirechye region and its administrative center, \erny, like other cities in Kazakhstan,
had their own unique developmental characteristics. Since the period of Tsarist colonization, the
city underwent various political, social, and economic transformations. As a result, the population
size and its ethnic, gender, and age composition were constantly changing, while the educational
level of the city's inhabitants gradually improved. Due to Verny's favorable natural conditions,
migration processes increased. Consequently, indicators of both mechanical and natural population
growth steadily rose.

From the 1870s-1880s, the history of the Semirechensk Oblast represented the history of a
region continuously populated by various ethnic groups. Seeking to consolidate its presence in
Zhetysu, the tsarist government pursued a deliberate policy of settling the area with representatives
of diverse peoples. During this period, alongside Russian, Ukrainian, and Belarusian peasants from
the central province of the Russian Empire, refugees from China and Eastern Turkestan-namely
Uyghurs and Dungans-also migrated to the territory of the Semirechensk Oblast. The resettlement
of these ethnic groups, in turn, affected the demographic situation and significantly influenced the
living conditions of the indigenous titular population.

On February 9,1897, the First All-Russian Population Census was conducted, encompassing
the Kazakh Steppe as well. The program of this first and only census of the Russian Empire was
developed by the renowned scholar and traveler P.P. Semenov-Tyan-Shansky and was carried out in
the interests of the tsarist administration.

A comparison of the ethnic composition of the urban population with that of the oblast as a
whole shows that the Semirechensk Oblast had a population of 987,863 people, of whom 93.6%
(924,889 persons) resided in rural areas and only 6.3% (62,974 persons) lived in towns. In the
overall ethnic structure of the oblast’s population, Kazakhs predominated, numbering 794,815
persons (80.4%). Among other ethnic groups, Russians ranked second with 95,465 people (9.66%),
followed by Taranchis with 55,999 (5.6%), Sarts with 14,895 (1.5%), and Tatars with 8,353 persons
(0.84%) (Kudaibergenova, 2015: 14).

More detailed information on the population of the city of Verny at the end of the nineteenth
century is also available from the results of the aforementioned census. At that time, Verny had a
population of 22,744 people, of whom 54.3% (12,344 persons) were men and 45.7% (10,400
persons) were women. These data indicate a significant predominance of men in the city’s
population. According to the 1897 census, Verny was inhabited by representatives of several ethnic
groups, including Russians, Kazakhs, Taranchis, Dungans, Sarts, Poles, Germans, and Tatars. Their
ethnic affiliation was determined on the basis of native language, customs, traditions, styles of
dress, and modes of economic activity. In contrast to the overall population structure of the oblast,
Russians predominated in Verny, numbering 14,511 persons (63.8% of the city’s population),
followed by Taranchis (Uyghurs) with 1,970 persons (8.6%), Kazakhs with 1,869 persons (8.2%),
Sarts with 1,582 persons (6.9%), and Dungans with 1,220 persons (5.3%).

The central street of Verny was Kolpakovsky Street. In its lower section stood the Gostiny
Dvor (guest courtyard), which offered a wide range of foreign and locally produced goods, while
the upper section housed well-known drinking establishments, breweries, and mills owned by the
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heirs of A. S. Gavrilev, as well as the industrial facilities of the merchants V. P. Kuznetsov and N. I.
Ivanov. In the city center were located the buildings of Verny’s state institutions, along with a
beautifully constructed Orthodox cathedral surrounded by one- and two-story residential houses.
Thus, all major and socially significant structures were concentrated along a single main street.
Gradually, the city was built up and expanded westward.

By 1913, the population of Verny had reached 41.4 thousand inhabitants. No substantial
changes occurred in its social composition, occupational structure, gender distribution, or age and
ethnic composition. Nevertheless, as a result of major social upheavals-such as the First World War
(1914-1918), the national liberation uprising of 1916, and the subsequent Civil War and “Red
Terror,” which caused enormous human losses-the population, especially the male population,
declined significantly. Under the impact of these severe hardships, people fell into a state of
depression, and living conditions deteriorated sharply.

These developments affected the sex and age structure of the population: declining birth rates
and rising mortality led to a substantial reduction in the natural increase of the urban population.
The prerevolutionary events unfolding in the political and social spheres brought about changes in
the social structure of the city’s population.

Population growth in Verny between 1897 and 1916 was not uniform. During certain periods,
both increases and declines in population numbers can be observed.

Table 1. Population Dynamics of the City of Verny from 1887 to 1916 (Central State Archive of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, 41:1). F. 103. In.1. C.1. P.1-262).

Years Male Female Total
1887 12 344 10 400 22 744
1901 14 629 11 526 26 155
City of 1909 11 746 9617 21 363
\Verny 1910 12 667 11 840 24 507
1913 22 761 18 605 41 366
1914 23 436 20339 43775
1916 16 499 17 576 34075

As can be seen from the table above, during the period from 1897 to 1916 -the first two
decades following the First All-Russian Population Census of the Russian Empire-the population of
the city increased from 22,744 to 34,075 people, that is, by 11,331 inhabitants. Despite the overall
growth of the urban population, between 1901 and 1909 the number of residents declined by 4,782
persons. Compared with 1914, the population in 1916 decreased by 9,700 people and amounted to
34,075 urban residents.

In the 1920s-1930s, the Kazakh people experienced the catastrophic consequences of Soviet
transformations, which undoubtedly led to severe demographic decline. Large numbers of migrants
replenished the ranks of urban residents during the famine periods of 1921-1922 and 1931-1933.
Those arriving from villages and auls sought any means of earning a livelihood in the city, primarily
at construction sites of administrative buildings and private houses. However, the concentration of
workers under poor sanitary conditions at large construction sites led to the widespread spread of
infectious diseases, which subsequently affected the urban population as a whole. According to
statistical data, approximately 3,500 people were infected with malaria annually. Due to the high
incidence of disease among the residents of the small town, the sanitary-bacteriological institute
dispatched medical instructors to deliver public lectures, and anti-malaria measures were
implemented: the entire population underwent medical examinations, and patients were treated until
full recovery.

The population census conducted in 1926 was the second Soviet census and the first All-
Union census. The questions included in the census schedules were similar to those of the 1920
census and characterized the population by sex, age, nationality, native language, and place of birth.
In addition, questions addressed unemployment, its duration, secondary employment, the
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respondent’s social status, occupation, and place of work. In the 1926 census, the methodology of
census-taking was specially developed and carefully refined (Table 3).

Table 2. Ethnic Composition of the Population of Almaty According to the 1926 Census (All-Union Population
Census, 1928: 2).

Ethnicity Population Share of Total Population %
Russians 24996 55,1
Kazakhs 3006 6,6
Ukrainians 4870 10,7
Tatars 2321 51
Uyghurs 5459 12,0
Jews -
Mordvins 131 0,3
Belarusians 217 0,5
Uzbeks 1611 36
Other Ethnicities 2784 6,1
Total 45395 100,0

The methodology for collecting census responses, including those related to migration, was
more elaborate and carefully designed. From the standpoint of methodology and organization, the
census employed the most advanced international scientific and practical achievements in
population enumeration. The preparation of the census program and the organization of its
implementation were headed by O.A. Kuvitkin, a graduate of the Sorbonne University (Paris), a
mathematician who also studied at the medical faculty of Moscow State University and practiced as
a physician. The materials of this census comprised 56 volumes and were fully published between
1927 and 1933. Kazakhstan was covered in Volume (Kudaibergenova, 2015: 96).

According to the results of the 1926 census, the numerical strength of the major ethnic groups
in the city of Alma-Ata was as follows: Russians-24,996 persons (55.1%) of the city’s total
population; Kazakhs-3,006 persons (6.6%); followed by Ukrainians-10.7%, Uyghurs-12.0%, Tatars-
5.1%, Uzbeks-3.6%, Belarusians-0.5%, Mordvins-0.3%, and representatives of other ethnic groups-
6.1%.

An analysis of the first intercensal period shows that in 1897 the city of Verny had a
population of 22,744, whereas by 1926 the city of Alma-Ata recorded a population of 45,385, thus
increasing by 22,641 persons between the two censuses. In 1897, Kazakhs numbered 1,869 persons,
accounting for only 8.2% of the city’s population. In urban areas, Russians constituted the majority,
followed by Uyghurs, Dungans, Tatars, and other ethnic groups. According to the 1897 data,
Russians accounted for 58.3% of the population of \erny, while in 1926 their share stood at 55.1%.
Although the proportion of Russians began to decline, they continued to constitute the majority of
the city’s population. The share of the Uyghur population also increased: from 8.4% in 1897 to
8.7% in 1926. In both absolute numbers and relative proportion, Uyghurs ranked second after
Russians and outnumbered the Kazakh population.

According to the protocol of the People’s Commissariat of Communal Economy of the
RSFSR dated February 26, 1932, a governmental commission was established to examine the
advisability of maintaining the capital of the Kazakh ASSR in the city of Alma-Ata, in view of a
number of unfavorable factors. At the same time, a letter was sent by the authorized representative
of the People’s Commissariat of Railways and Communications under the Council of People’s
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Commissars of the RSFSR to the People’s Commissar of Communal Economy, N. P. Komarov. The
letter noted that although Alma-Ata held the status of the capital, it was located on the periphery and
remained disconnected from the republic’s main regions. All major railway junctions of the Kazakh
Republic bypassed Alma-Ata; the nearest railway line was located 10 kilometers from the city.
Furthermore, the city lacked a base for the development of heavy industry, the construction of
pipelines was difficult, and other infrastructural limitations were present. Alma-Ata was situated in
unfavorable seismic conditions and had experienced mudflows and extensive marshland. Building
construction was limited to no more than two stories. Given that the location of the capital of the
Kazakh SSR was of not only technical but also political significance, the commission was tasked
with assessing the advisability of further development and construction in the city of Alma-Ata
(National Archive of the Republic of Kazakhstan, F.314. In.1. C.7426. P.2-7).

According to the 1936 decree of the Council of People’s Commissars (SNK) of the RSFSR,
the planned population capacity of the city was set at 300—-320 thousand inhabitants. The main
industrial zone was located in the northwestern part of the city, south of the Tashkent Highway.
Knitting and garment factories, as well as the printing house, were situated within residential
districts, while the biocombinate was relocated beyond the city limits. The settlement near the
Alma-Ata railway station was preserved as an independent satellite with a population of 25
thousand people. An area designated for individual workers’ housing construction was planned to
the southwest of the Bauman Grove, with a projected population of 10 thousand residents.

In addition to the Central Park of Culture and Leisure, the establishment of ten parks was
planned, both on the city periphery and within residential areas. Given the city’s susceptibility to
mudflows, a comprehensive set of measures for protection against debris flows was envisaged. The
water supply system was based on water intake from the Bolshaya Almatinka River. The city’s
sewerage system was also planned, with treated wastewater intended for irrigation of agricultural
lands located north of the city.

Seismic conditions were taken into account, with 15-20% of the territory allocated for
development under these constraints. Construction was limited to three-story brick buildings and
two-story wooden buildings. Population density was projected at 250—275 persons per hectare in
areas with three-story brick construction, and 175-200 persons per hectare in districts dominated by
two-story buildings. The construction of the Almaty Il railway station was planned, with its location
as close as possible to the Tashkent Highway (National Archive of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
F.482. In.10. C.7426. P.29).

In order to develop anti-seismic measures incorporated into the construction of Alma-Ata and
methods of protection against mudflows, specialists from the Academy of Sciences of the USSR
were involved. It was considered expedient to assign the city an economic profile focused on the
development of light and food industries and to locate industrial facilities in accordance with a
territorial distribution scheme oriented toward the northern direction (National Archive of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, F.482. In.10. C.7426. P.15).

According to statistical data, demographic growth was expected not only in Alma-Ata, which
had acquired the status of the capital, but also in its suburban areas, where housing construction was
underway due to the concentration of population. It was anticipated that the city’s population would
double within three years; however, the rapid demographic growth did not correspond to the
prevailing socio-economic conditions, resulting in a decline in living standards.

Between 1929 and 1938, the number of arrivals amounted to 396,601 persons, while the
number of departures totaled 180,521 persons. As a result, the mechanical population increase
reached 216,080 persons, demonstrating a positive migration balance (Table 3).

Table 3. Migration Processes in the City of Alma-Ata, 1927-1938 (Central State Archive of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, F.698. In.14. C.204. P.2-4).

Years Arrivals Departures Net Migration
1928 - - 1238
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1929 9600 2820 6780
1930 31677 13268 18409
1931 37706 14695 23011
1932 55192 15521 39671
1933 24696 9674 15022
1934 9605 5584 4021
1935 55168 20379 34789
1936 58067 24212 33855
1937 59820 28100 31720
1938 55070 46268 8802
Total 396601 180521 216080

Let us present the general figures for population growth in the city of Alma-Ata during the
1930s. At the beginning of 1929, the city had approximately 50 thousand inhabitants; in 1930 the
population reached 108,200, in 1931-115 thousand, in 1932-132,594, in January 1933-167,662, and
in December 1933-170,683. Thus, an increase of more than twofold primarily resulted in an acute
housing shortage.

Representatives of the Russian ethnic group accounted for 72.21% of the total population of
the city, Kazakhs for 11.1%, Ukrainians for 7.23%, Tatars for 2.6%, Uyghurs for 1.38%,
Belarusians for 0.63%, and Dungans for 0.27% (Russian State Archive of the Economy, Fund 1562,
Inventory 336, File 391, Sheets 1-5). By 1939, the population of the capital of the Kazakh SSR had
increased from 45.3 thousand in 1926 to 264.9 thousand people, that is, by a factor of 5.8, and by
11.6 times compared to 1897.

The crude birth rate in Alma-Ata in 1939 amounted to 34.38 per 1,000 population. According
to available data, 7,926 infants were born in 1939; among them, 5,746 were born to mothers under
the age of 30, accounting for 72.5% of the total number of births. The number of abortions recorded
in Alma-Ata in 1939 totaled 2,693, which represented 33.9% of the number of live births; of these,
455 cases were classified as criminal abortions. Of all recorded abortions, only nine cases were
referred to the prosecutor’s office. By comparison, in 1937 there were 2,166 abortions, and in 1938
there were 2,152, including 133 criminal cases; only three cases were transferred to the prosecutor’s
office.

The marriage rate in Kazakhstan in 1939 stood at 6.8 per 1,000 population, while in Alma-Ata
it reached 7.28 per 1,000 population; the divorce rate amounted to 1.2 per 1,000 population
(Russian State Archive of the Economy, F.1562. In.20. C.148. P. 1-33).

At the beginning of the twentieth century, literacy levels among Kazakhs were low. Prior to
the 1917 Revolution, there were only 20 schools in the city of Verny, including two gymnasiums,
with a total enrollment of approximately 3,000 pupils. These schools and gymnasiums primarily
provided religious education. There were no kindergartens at all. In 1917, the first children’s
playground was opened in Verny, which later evolved into a kindergarten (Vershinin, 1936:4).

After 1917, systematic efforts to eradicate illiteracy began, including adult literacy programs
and the establishment of so-called “Red Yurts.” From early 1918, literacy courses were opened in
Verny. The city councils of workers’ and soldiers’ deputies adopted special resolutions allocating the
necessary funds for these purposes. In the 1920s, a commission for the eradication of illiteracy was
established under the city department of public education. This commission first conducted a census
of illiterate residents, trained teachers for their instruction, and provided them with teaching
materials.

In 1931, the Council of People’s Commissars of the Kazakh ASSR adopted the decree “On
Compulsory Seven-Year Education,” which led to a significant increase in the number of schools-
from 24 in 1927 to 58 by 1940. In addition, secondary specialized educational institutions (technical
schools and vocational schools) were opened in Alma-Ata; by the 1930s, their number had reached
six. Institutions of higher education were also established: in 1928, the present-day Abai Almaty
State Pedagogical Institute; in 1929, the Kazakh \eterinary Institute; in 1930, the Agricultural
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Institute; in 1931, the Medical Institute; and in 1932, the Mining and Metallurgical Institute. In
1934, the S. M. Kirov Kazakh State University began its operations.

The network of secondary educational institutions continued to expand: by 1939 their number
had reached 51, and student enrollment increased to 10.9 thousand. Approximately 19 secondary
educational institutions were located in Alma-Ata, with a total of 4.5 thousand students. The
number of general education schools in the capital increased 2.7 times between 1926 and 1939
(from 27 to 60). The number of teaching staff rose from 190 to 1,327 persons, that is, sevenfold,
while the number of students increased from 4.9 thousand to 38.7 thousand, representing a 7.8-fold
growth (Encyclopedia of Almaty, 1996: 316).

Conclusion. This article examines and analyzes changes in the population size and
composition of the city of Alma-Ata, considers indicators of external and internal migration, and
assesses their historical consequences.

Between 1854 and 1939, the country underwent a series of significant transformations. On the
site of the medieval settlement of Almaty, the fortress of Verny was built to consolidte the interests
of the Russian Empire in the Semirechye region. Gradually, the city began to grow, attracting
settlers from Russia. In the streets of Verny, Kazakhs could be seen in traditional costumes, while
Russian clerks drove carts. Over time, the city’s infrastructure steadily improved.

In 1929, the capital was moved from Kzyl-Orda to Alma-Ata, which brought about profound
changes. The city’s population increased significantly, educational levels gradually improved, and
key economic indicators rose. People from all over the Kazakh SSR began to concentrate in the
capital.

The population growth of the city was driven primarily by external migration rather than
natural increase. It was natural that major urban centers of the republic grew due to arrivals from
other republics, including Russians, Ukrainians, Belarusians, Tatars, as well as Dungans and
Uyghurs arriving from China. Russian became the common language of communication and the
language of administrative documentation. In higher and secondary specialized educational
institutions, particularly in technical, medical, and economic fields, instruction was conducted using
Russian textbooks, and therefore Russian was the language of teaching. It can be said that Soviet-
era Alma-Ata became a center of Russification of the Kazakhs. A policy of peace and interethnic
harmony was actively pursued, continuing into the early twentieth century.

For nearly 70 years, the city of Alma-Ata (renamed from Verny in 1921), and later Almaty
(since 1993), held the status of the capital (until 1997). As the population of the Soviet republic
grew, so did the number of enterprises, factories, schools, higher education institutions, medical
facilities, hospitals, maternity wards, and children’s clinics, and the city’s infrastructure developed.
Alongside socio-economic growth, the population increased, and its intellectual and cultural level
rose.

Subsequently, by the 1989 census, the city’s population would grow from 45,000 to 1 million,
increasing twenty-fourfold. The city became a hub of architecture, well-developed urban planning,
politics, science, education, culture, industry, and transportation. In the USSR, there were 15 cities
with populations exceeding one million: Moscow, Leningrad, Kyiv, Minsk, Omsk, Sverdlovsk,
Tashkent, Baku, Gorky, Yerevan, Kazan, Kuybyshev, Thilisi, Kharkiv, Chelyabinsk, and Alma-Ata
(Russian State Archive of the Economy, F.1562. In.336. C.391. P.5).
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