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BAC PEJAKTOP
Kymaraityasl Camat — Kasakcran xoHe Opransik A3us TapuxXsl HHCTUTYTBHIHBIH O0ac qupekTops! (Kazakcran).
A3myxaHoBa AiimaH MaXcoTKbI3bl — TapUX FBUIBIMIAPBIHBIH KaHIUATHL, KaybIMIACTEIpbUTFaH mpodeccop (Kazakcramn).
Bac pexakTopabIH opbIHOacapsl:
Yepenanos Koncrantun BiaguMupoBuy — Tapux FEUIBIMIAPBIHBIH KaHIUIATH, JKETEKI FeUTbIME Kbi3meTkep, KP F2KBM FK
LI YonuxaHoB aTbIHAars! Tapux >koHE 3THOJIOTHS MHCTHTYTHIHBIH XX Facepiarel KasakcTaH Tapuxsl OemiMiHIH MEHTrepymici,
(Kazakcran).

PEJAKHUAJBIK AJIKA
AbazoB Paduc ®anmcynsi — PhD, KomymOmst yHmBepcureriHiH ambloHKT-podeccopsl, Ka3ak YITTBIK arpapiblk 3epTTey
YHHUBEPCHUTETIHIH XaIBIKAPAIBIK BIHTHIMAKTACTHIK JKOHIHIET1 MPOPEeKTOPEI, XKacklt xaHe TYpaKThl JaMy WHCTHTYTBIHBIH JTUPEKTOPEI,
MBA 0arnapiiaMachIHBIH YHIIECTIPYIIICI.
AbabipaxmMaHoB TonoGexk O0inynabl — Tapux FHUIBIMIAPBIHEIH JOKTOPEL, mpodeccop, Kpiprerz PecmyOmukacsl ¥nTTHIK
FBUIBIM aKaJIeMUSICBIHBIH KoppecnoHaeHT-mymreci, XKycin bamacarein arsiamarst Kpiprei3 MemmekeTTik yHuBepcureTi (KpIprpi3
PecmyGnukacs!, bimmkek).
AyaHacoBa 9yiuMa MycipKbI3bl — TapyX FEUIBIMIAPBIHEIH H0KTOpEL, JI.H. I'ymunes ateiamarsr Eypasus YiITTIK yHHBEPCUTETIHIH
podeccopel.
90in EpkiH AMaHKOJIYJIbI — TapuX FRUIBIMIAPEIHBIH JOKTOpHI, mpodeccop, KP BFM FK Mewmneker Tapuxsl HHCTHTYTHIHBIH
nupekropsl. (Kazakcran).
OJjimbaii Hypcan — Tapux FBUIBIMAApBIHBIH KaHauAaTel, mpodeccop, LI YommxanoB areiHmarbl Tapux koHE STHOJOTHUS
WHCTHTYTHIHBIH Oac FeUTBIMU KbI3MeTkepi (Kazakcran).
Bepuep Kynthua (Werner, Cynthia) — Tapux reuUIIMAapbIHEIH JOKTOPEL, Tpodeccop, Texac ynusepcureti, (AKILL).
Haiinep Anexcanap (Diener Alexander) — Tapux FBIIBIMIAPEIHBIH JOKTOPHL, podeccop. Kanzac ynusepcureti, (AKLL).
JixymameB Ackap Mam0eToBHMY — TapuxX FBUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOpPHL, Ipodeccop, O30excran PecryOnmkackasly FrutbiM
Axanemusicel Kapaxanmakcran Oemimmreciniy Kapaxanmax ryMaHWTapibslK FBUIBIMAAD 3€pPTTEY HHCTHTYTHIHBIH Tapux OemiMi
MEHTepYIILICi.
Kapken A¥irya MaJuikKbI3bl — TapuxX FRUIBIMAApEIHBIH 1oKTOpEl, JI.H. I'ymues atsianarst Eypasust ¥ATTHIK YHHBEpCHUTETIHIH
podecCopel.
Ko:xupoBa Cseriiana BacmeBHa — casicaTTaHy FHUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOpPEI, npodeccop, @ynan YHusepcureriHin Kprtail sxone
OpTanbIK A3USHBI 3epTTeY OpTaIBIFBIHBIH MeH «Acrana» XFK 6ipnecken nupexrops! (Kasaxcran).
Keoxe6aeBa I'ymxayhap KakeHKbI3BI — Tapyux FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHI, mpodeccop, On-Papabu atbiHgarsl Kazak yiTThIK
yuusepcureri. (Kazakcran).
Kaobiigunos 3usidex Epmykanyiabl — TapuxX FBUIBIMAAPBIHEIH HOKTOPEL, mpodeccop, KP Ilpe3nmeHTiHIH KaHBIHIAFBI
¥FA akapemuri, KP £2KBM FK HLILL. YonuxanoB aterHnars! Tapux x&oHE 3THONOTHS HHCTUTYTHIHBIH bac mupexTopsr (Kazakcran).
Kapacaes Fann Mykamyibl — Tapux FBUIBIMIAPBIHEIH JOKTOPHI, Tpodeccop, KP Feubiv sxone xoraph! 6imiM MUHUCTpIIT] FpuTBIM
KOMHTETiHIH MeMIIeKeT TapyuXbl HHCTUTYTBIHBIH 0ac FEUIBIMH KBI3METKepi, AcTaHa K.
Moppucon Anexcanap (Morrison Alexander) — PhD, mpodeccop Oxcdopackoro yausepcurera (BennkoOpuranmst).
MymunoB 9uipoex Kypoanyibl — Tapux FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPEL, podeccop, Vcmam Tapuxel, oHep KoHEe MOJCHUET FHUIBIME-
3epTTey OPTANEIFBIHBIH aFa FRUTbIMU Kbi3MeTkepi IRCICA — Islam Tarih, Sanat ve Kiiltiir Arastirma Merkezi. (Typkus, CTamOyn K. ).

OyTrpam AjaH — apxeoJorusl FHUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JIOKTOPBI, DKCETep YHHMBEPCUTETIHIH apXeoNorHsl JKoHE TapHX KageIpachIHBIH
npodeccopsl (¥ap10puTanus, JKcerep).
CumrtukoB Komapt KynaiiGeprenyisl — Tapux FBUIBIMAApPBIHBIH KAaHAWAATHL, CasCaTTaHy FHUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHI,

AGaif aterHmarel Kaszak YITTHIK TeJarorWKaiblK YHHUBEPCHTETIHIH CascaTTaHy JKOHE OJICYMETTIK-QMIOCODHIIBIK —TOHACD
Ka(eApaCchIHBIH MCHI€PYILIC.

CmaryiioB Opa3zak CMa¥Fy1y/ibl — TapyX FEUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOpPHL, podeccop, KP IIpesunentiniy xansianarsl ¥FA akagemuri,
Banon FeuTBIM akaneMHsCBIHBIH Kopp.-myteci, [ILII. YonmxaHoB aTBIHIAFEI CHIMIBIKTEIH JIaypeaThl, FAIIIBIM MEH TEXHUKAHBIH eHOeK
cigipres Kaiparkepi, JI.H. 'ymunes ateranarsr Eypasust yiTTeIK yHEUBEpCHTeTiHIH mpodeccopsl. (Actana, KasakcTan).

Typaaaunesa Yoanon KanapOekKbI3bl — TapuX FBUIBIMAAPBIHEIH JOKTOPEI, OpTamslk Asusmarsl AMEpHKaH YHHBEPCHUTETIHIH
podeccopel.

Mlajinynnaes llamyaaT — Tapux FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHI, Tpodeccop, TepMes MeMIICKETTIK YHUBEPCUTETiHIH ©O30eKCTaH TapyuXbl
KageApachIHBIH MEHI€PYILIC.

Munmxn Kato — PhD, Hapanarst MojieHH KYHABUTBIKTAPIBIH YITTHIK FEUTBIMU-3epTTeY HHCTUTYTHI (XKanonus, Hapa).

KAYAIITBI PEJAKTOP
TambdaeBa Kaguua UckanaapKbI3bl — TapuX FEUTBIMIAPBIHBIH KaHIUIATEI, KpIpFe13 PecimyOnrkachl ¥ITTHIK FRUIBIM aKaICMUSICHI
B. XXamrepunHoB ateiHAarel Tapux, apXeonorusl )KOHE 3THOIOTHST HHCTHTYTHIHBIH apXeoJIorysl 06 TiMiHIH MEHTePYIITIiCi.

FbLUIBIMU PEJAKTOPJIAP
OterenoB Mapart 3eHHATYJIbI — TapHX FHUIBIMIAPBIHBIH KaHIUIATH, KaybIMIACTRIPEUTFaH Ipodeccop, «I1I. YonuxaHoB aTeIHIarbl
Kexmeray yanBepcuteti» KeAK Ttapux, reorpadus jkoHe aJI€yMeTTiK-I'yMaHUTapIIBIK ToHAep KadeIpachIHBIH MEeHI epyIIici.
Myxkanosa I'yanap KaiipoamakpI3bl — Tapux FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH KaHIUIATH, Tpodeccop, Acrana Kanacsiaaars! LI VonnxaHos
aTBIHIAFbl Tapyx jkoHE 3THOJIOT VSl HHCTUTYTHI (DMITHAJIBIHBIH KETEKIII FhIIIBIMU KbI3METKEPi.

TEXHUKAJIBIK XATHIbI
KoneeBa Canns Kymaraiikpi3sl — maructp, Kazakcran mer Opraisik A3ust Tapuxsl HHCTUTYTHIHBIH Kbi3MeTKepi (Kazakcran)
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T JIABHBIN PEJAKTOP

Kymaraii Camat — ['enepanbusbiii mupexrop Muctutyra ncropun Kazaxcrana u Llenrpansaoit Asun (Kazaxcran)
A3myxaHoBa Aiiman MaxcoTOBHA — KaHIWUJaT HCTOPUYIECKUX HAYK, acCOUMMPOBaHHbIN npodeccop (Kazaxcran)
3aMecTHTEIb TJIABHOTO PEIAKTOPA:
Yepenano KoncranTnH BiiagmmMupoBud — KaHIMAAT HCTOPUYECKUX HAyK, BEAyIIMil Hay4HBIA COTpPYJIHUK,
3aBeAyomui oraenoM uctopun Kazaxcrana XX Beka MHctuTyTta mcropuu u stHOnoruu uM. Y.Y. BanuxaHosa.
KH MHBO PK (Kazaxcran)

PEJAKIIMOHHAS KOJIJIEI' UL
AbazoB Papuc ®anucoBuu — PhD, agsionkt-npodeccop KomymOuiickoro yHmBepcurera, MpOPEKTOp MO MEKTyHApOIHOMY
coTpyaandecTBy Ka3axckoro HaIMOHAIBEHOTO arpapHOrO HCCIENOBATENILCKOTO YHHBEPCHUTETa, TupekTop VHcTHTyTa 3em€HOro u
YCTOMYMBOTO pa3BUTHS, KOOPAMHATOP MporpamMMsl MBA.
AbabsipaxmanoB Toso0ex AOUJIOBHY — JOKTOP MCTOPHUYECKHUX HaykK, mpodeccop, wieH-koppecrionaeHT HAH KP, Keipreizckuii
rocyaapcTBeHHbIN yHuBepcuteT uM. JKycyma banacarsina (Keipreisckas Pecry6mnmka, . burmkex).
Aouiab EpkuH AMaHKOI0BHY — JOKTOP HCTOPHMYECKHX Hayk, mpocdeccop, WucturyTr mcropmm rocymapcrsa KH MHBO PK
(Kazaxcran).
Anumbaii Hypcan — kaHIumaT HCTOPUIECKHX HayK, Ipodeccop, TIIaBHBINH HAyIHBIN COTpyIHUK VIHCTHTYTa UCTOPHHU U STHOJIOTHH
M. Y. Y. Bammxanosa KH MHBO PK (Kazaxcran).
AyanacoBa AiuMa MycHpOBHAa — JIOKTOP HCTOPHYECKHX HAyK, mpodeccop, EBpasuiickuii HaIMOHAIBHEIA YHHBEPCUTET NUMEHH
JI.H. 'ymunesa.
Bepuep Cuntusi (Werner Cynthia) — nokrop uctopudeckux Hayk, mpodeccop. Texacckuit yausepcuret (CILIA).
Haiinep Anexcanap (Diener Alexander) — 1okTop UcTOpHYeCcKHX HayK, podeccop. Kanzacckuii yausepcuret (CLLIA).
Jixymames Ackap Mam0eToBHY — JOKTOpP HCTOPHIECKHUX HayK, Ipodeccop, 3aBeAyIomuid oTenoM ucropun Kapakanmakckoro
Hay4HO-HCCIIEJOBATEIbCKOr0 HMHCTUTyTa TyMmaHHWTapHeIX Hayk (Kapakammakckoe otnenenne Axagemuu Hayk PecryOmukn
V36ekucran).
/Kapken Ajiryar MaJIuKoBHa — JOKTOpP MCTOPHYECKHX HAyK, podeccop EBpasmiickoro HallMOHAIFHOTO YHHUBEPCHUTETa UMEHH
JL.H. I'ymunésa.
Hcmarynos Opa3ak McemaryioBU4 — JTOKTOP HCTOPHUYECKUX HayK, mpodeccop, akanemuk HAH PK npu Ilpesunenrte PK, unen-
kopp. bononckoi#t akagemun Hayk, maypear npemun uMm. Y.U. BammxanoBa, 3aciTy)XKeHHBIH IesATENb HAYKH W TEXHHUKH, Ipodeccop
EBpaswuiickoro HanmoHansHOro yausepcurera mmenu JIL.H. I'ymmnesa (Ka3zaxcran).
Kadyasaunos 3usdex EpmyxaHoBH4Y — JOKTOp HCTOpHYECKMX Hayk, mpodeccop, akagemuk HAH PK mpu IIpesunente PK,
I'enepansubril qupexTop MHCcTHTyTa MecTopuy 1 sTHONOrMK MM. U.Y. Bammxanosa KH MHBO PK (Kazaxcran).
Kapacaes I'anm MyxkameBH4 — JOKTOp HCTOPHYECKHX HayK, IMpodeccop, TIaBHBIH HaydHBIH COTpyAHUK MHCTHTYTA HMcTOpHH
rocynapcra Komurera Haykn Munncrepctso Hayku u Beiciero oopasoBanust Pecrrynukn Kazaxcraw, r. Acrana.

Karo Cunm3n (Shinji Kato) — PhD, HarmonanbHbIii Hay4HO-HCCIICIOBATENBECKIH MHCTUTYT KYIBTYpPHBIX IeHHOcTeH B Hape
(Smonus, . Hapa).
Ko:xupoa Cpersiana BacmeBHa — JOKTOp MOMUTHYECKHMX HayK, mpodeccop, comupektop Llentpa mccnemoBanmst Kuras u

Lenrpansroii A3un @ynansckoro Yuusepcurera 1 MHK «Actanay, pykoBoantens LleHTpa KuTaliCKNX U a3MAaTCKUX UCCIICIOBAHUI
(Kazaxcran).

Koxe6aepa I'yabikayxap KakeHoBHAa — TOKTOp HCTOpPHYECKHX HAyK, Mpodeccop Kazaxckoro HamoHanbHOTO YHUBEPCUTETa IMEHHU
anp-Papabu. (Kasaxcran).

Moppucon Anexcanap (Morrison Alexander) — PhD, npodeccop Oxcdopackoro yausepcurera (BennkoOpuranms).

MymunoB Ammpdex Kyp6aHoBMY — [OKTOp HCTOPHYECKMX HAyK, Hpodeccop, CTapmuil HAydHBIH COTPYIHHUK
HccneioBaTembeKoro IEeHTpa HCIaMCKO# HCTOpHH, HeKyceTBa i KymbTypsl IRCICA — Islam Tarih, Sanat ve Kiiltiir Arastirma Merkezi.
(Typmms, r. CramOyun).

OyTpam AjlaH — JOKTOp apXeOJOrHYecKUX HayK, Mpodeccop AernapTaMeHTa apXeOoJOTHH M HCTOPHM YHHBEpCHTETa JKceTepe
(BenmkoGpuranus, T. DxceTep).

CumtuxoB Komapt KynaiidepreHoBu4 — KaHIUIaT HCTOPHIECKUX HAYK, JOKTOP MOJUTHYCCKHUX HAyK, 3aBeAyIOMIMil Kadeapoit
TIOJIUTOJIOTHH M COIMATIBHO-(PHIOCO(CKUX TucUIUINH Ka3axckoro HamoHaIbHOTO MeIarori9eCKOro yHUBEPCUTETa UIMEHH Abast.
Typaaauesa Yosmon [zkanap0exoBHAa — TOKTOP HCTOPUIECKHX HAYK, Mpodeccop AMEpUKaHCKOro yHuBepcuTeTa B LleHTpanbHOi
Asnn.

Mlafinynaes Hlamyaat — MOKTOp MCTOpPHYECKHX HAYyK, podeccop, 3aBeyIomuid kKadgeapoii ncTopun Y30ekucrana TepMe3ckoro
rOCYZapCTBEHHOTO YHUBEPCHUTETA.

OTBETCTBEHHBIN PEJAKTOP
TambdaeBa Kagnua MckanmapoBHa — KaHIWIAT UCTOPUYECKUX HAYK, 3aBEAYyIOMIas OTMEIIOM apXeoyorud MHCTHTyTa UCTOPHH,
apxeoynoruu u 3tHooruu uM. b. J[xaMmrepunnoBa HarmonanbHoM akanemun Hayk Keipreizckoid PecryOmuku.

HAYYHBIE PEJAKTOPBI
YT1erenoB Mapat 3eHHATOBHY — KaHAW/IAT HCTOPHUECKHX HAYK, aCCOLMUPOBAHHBIN ITpodeccop, 3aBeayronmii Kaeapoii HCTOpUH,
reorpaduu 1 connanbHo-ryManuTapHbIX Hayk HAO «Kokmerayckuii yruepcuret umenn 111, Yanuxanosay.
MyxkanoBa I'oreHap KalipossimHOBHA — KaHIWAAT MCTOPHUYECKUX HAyK, Mpodeccop, BEAyIIM HAydHBIH COTPYIHUK (IIHana
B T. Acrana MHcTuTyTa HicTopry 1 3tHONoruu nM. Y.Y.Bannxanosa.

TEXHAYECKHI CEKPETAPD
Koneesa Canns XKymaraesHa — maructp, corpyaauk MuctutyTta ncropun Kazaxcrana u Lienrpanshoit Azun (Kazaxcran).
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Abstract. Introduction. The article examines memoir sources that reflect family histories of survival
among Kazakhs during the years of forced collectivization, famine, and compelled migrations to
neighboring territories. An important place among these materials is occupied by personal documents
from the collections of the Central State Archive of the Republic of Kazakhstan, belonging to writers,
Komsomol workers, and participants in the construction of socialism, whose childhood and youth
coincided with this tragic period. The memoirs contain unique information about everyday hardships,
the loss of livestock the main means of subsistence and the destruction of the traditional way of life.

Purpose and objectives of the study. The purpose of the work is to demonstrate the significance of
memoir sources for studying the famine and migrations of the Kazakh population in the early 1930s,
as well as to determine their source-study specificity. The objectives of the research include
identifying the corpus of memoir materials, analyzing their content, determining the features of the
authors’ subjective perspectives, and comparing archival testimonies with published document
collections, studies on the famine, and media materials. Results. The analysis showed that memoirs,
as documents of personal origin, contain valuable retrospective information that allows the tragedy
of the famine to be seen “from within,” through the perception of direct eyewitnesses. The archival
collections of the Central State Archive of the Republic of Kazakhstan and published sources include
recollections of severe everyday life, the loss of households, mass migrations, and the struggle for
survival. The source-study approach revealed the need for critical evaluation of these materials due
to their subjectivity, yet confirmed their importance for reconstructing the social reality of the period.
Conclusions. Memoir sources represent a vital layer of historical information about the famine and
migrations of Kazakhs, revealing the personal, emotional, and everyday dimensions of these tragic
events. Their use makes it possible to supplement official documents and scholarly research,
reconstruct real human destinies, and gain a deeper understanding of the scale and consequences of
the catastrophe of the early 1930s.

Key words: memories, mass death, hunger, force collectivization, settling of Kazakhs, nomads,
tragedy

For citation: Abdulina A. Eyewitness Memoirs of the 1930s Famine in Kazakhstan: Issues of Source
Studies and the Reflection of Everyday Life // Scientific Journal “Central Asian courier”. 2026.
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KA3AKCTAHJIAT'BI 1930 KbIUITAPIATBI AITAPIIBIJIBIK TYPAJIbI KYOI'EPJIEPAIH
ECTEJIIKTEPI: AEPEKTAHY MOCEJIEJIEPI ) KOHE KYHIEJIKTI OMIPIAIH
KOPIHICI

Ab60ynuna Axcynxap Typcwinkbizbl

[III. YonuxaHoB aTbIHAAFrbl TapuX KOHE 3THOIOTUS UHCTUTYTHI
Anmarsl, Kazakcran PecriyOmukacst
Tapux FbUIBIMIAPBIHBIH KaHIUAAThI

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8556-3432. E-mail: abd aksunkar@mail.ru

Anpaarna. Kipicne. Makayiaga KyIITen YKbIMIACTBIPY, alllapIIbUIBIK KOHE Ka3zaKTapblH KeplIiiec
ayMakTapra epikCci3 KOHBIC aynapybl Ke3eHiHJAeri oTOachbUIbIK TIpPIIUIIK YIIIH KYpec TapHUXbIH
OcifHeNeHTIH MeMyapiblK Jiepekkeszep KapacTelpbiiansl. Omapasin  imiazge KP o Opranbix
MEMJICKETTIK apXUBIHIH KOpJapbIHAa CaKTallFaH, Oy TpareIusuIblK Ke3eHIl OaaibIK [IaFbl MEH
KACTBIK IIaFbIHIa 0acTaH ©TKEPreH )Ka3yIIbUIap/IblH, KOMCOMOJ KbI3METKEPIIEPIHIH KOHE COIIUAIN3M
KYPBUIBICIIBIIAPBIHBIH KEKE TeKTIK KY’KaTTapbl MaHbI3/Ibl OpbIH anajabl. MeMmyapriapaa KYHIETiKTi
TYPMBICTaFbl KUBIHIIBUIBIKTAp, HETI3r1 KYHKepic Ke3i OosbIn TaObUIFaH MalJaH albIpbLIy *KOHE
JQCTYPIIl ©MIp CAJITBIHBIH KyHpeyl skeHiHJIeT1 Oiperei MaiMeTTep KaMThUIFaH.

3epmmeyoiy maxcamor men minoemmepi. KyMbICTBIH Makcatbl 1930-KpuinapasiH OachIHIAFbI
aIIapIIbLIBIK MEH Ka3aK XaJKbIHBIH MUTPAIMSICHIH 3€pPTTEyJe MEMYapiblK AEPEKTEePIiH MaHbI3bIH
KOpCeTy, COHAal-aK OJaplblH JEPEKTaHYJBIK EpEeKIIeNiKTepiH alKpIHaay. 3epTrTey MiHAeTTepl
MeMyapibIK MaTepuangap KEIIeHIH aHBIKTay, OJap/blH Ma3MYHBIH TajJiady, aBTOPIBIK CYyOBEKTHBTI
KO3KApaCThIH EpeKILEeTIKTepiH Oenriiey MXoHe AapXHBTIK JEpeKTepil JKapHslaHFaH KyXKartap
KMHAKTapbIMEH, alllapIIbUIBIK TYpasibl 3epTTeynepMeH xkoHe BAK marepuaniapsiMeH caibICTHIpyaaH
Typanbl. Homuowcenep. Tanpay HOTHKENEpl KOpPCETKEHIEH, MeMyapiiap JKeKe TEKTiK KyXKarrap
peTiHge Tikenel KyoarepiepiH KaObliaybl apKbUIbI alllapIIbUIBIK KACIPETIH «IIIK1» KbIphIHAH KOpYTe
MYMKIHJIK OepeTiH KYHIbl PETPOCHEKTHBTIK MamiMerTepai KamTtuasl. KP OMM kopnapbl MeH
KapUsUIaHFaH AEPEKKO3Iep ayblp KYHACTIKTI eMip/i, apyalbUIbIKTaH ailbIPbUTY/IbL, JKarmai KOHBIC
aygapyinapibl JKOHE aMaH Kally KOJNBIHIAFbl KYPECTI CHIATTAMTBIH ECTETIKTepAl KaMTHJIBL
JlepeKTaHynbIK TOCLI OyJI Marepuaniapibl CyObeKTUBTUIIrIHE OaiIaHbICTBI ChIH KO30€H KapayJibl
KaXeT eTETiHIH aHbIKTaca Jia, OJap/blH KE3CHHIH OJEYMETTIK LIBIHIBIFBIH KaJIblHAa KeNTipyneri
MaHbBI3BUIBIFBIH  Jonenaeni. Kopwvimuinovl. MemyapiblK —JepeKKe3lep allapIibUIbIK — IeH
Ka3aKTap/blH KOHBIC ayJapybl TypaJibl TapuXW aKMapaTThIH MaHbI3bl KabaThIH Kypai OTBIPHII,
TpareIusUIbIK OKUFAJapAblH TYJFAJBIK, SMOLMOHAJIBIK >KOHE TYPMBICTBIK KbIPJIApbIH allajbl.
Oumnap/pl FEUIBIMU aifHAJIBIMFA €HT13Y PeCMU KY)KaTTap MEH 3epTTeyNep/li TOIBIKTBIPHII, aJaMIapablH
HAKTBl TaFAbIPJIApbIH KalmblHA KenTipyre skoHe 1930-xpinmap OacklHIaFbl anaTThIH ayKbIMbl MEH
caJJapblH TEPEHIpeK TYCIHyre MyMKIHAIK Oepei.

Tyilin ce3nep: ecremikTep, jKammail eiM, AamITBIK, KYIINEH Y KBIMIACTBIPY, Ka3zaKTapAblH
OTBIPBIKIIBLIBIFBI, KOIITEHAIEP, 3yJIMar

Joitekce3 ymin: AOnymuaa A. 1930-xsuimapnarel  KazakcTaHnmarbl  amiapiibUIBIK - Typasibl
KyorepJiepiH eCTeNKTepl: IepeKTaHyIbIK MaceelNep )KoHe KYH/ITIKTI eMipaiH kepiHici // Scientific
Journal “Central Asian courier”. 2026. T. 2. Ne 1. 4-14 66. (Arpumm.). DOI: 10.64970/3105-
241X 2026 2 1 4-14
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BOCIHHOMMWHAHUA OYEBHUALEB O I'OJIOJE 1930-X I'T. B KASAXCTAHE: BOITPOCBI
NCTOYHUKOBEJAEHUA U OTPA’KEHUE ITOBCEJHEBHOCTHU
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AHHoOTaums. Bsedenue. B crarbe paccMarpuUBalOTCS MeMyapHblE€ HCTOUHHUKH, OTpaKalolle
CEMENHbIE MCTOPUM BBIKMBAaHUS Ka3axOB B TOJbl HACHUJIBCTBEHHOH KOJUIEKTMBM3AallMH, IOJI0JA U
BBIHYKJICHHBIX IIEPEKOUEBOK HA COIPEAEIbHbIE TEPPUTOPUU. BaxkHOE MECTO Cpeay HUX 3aHMMAOT
JOKYMEHTBI JIMYHOTO MPOUCXOkIeHUs u3 GoHmoB LleHTpampHOro rocymapcrsenHoro apxusa PK,
NPUHAIISKAIINE MUCATEIsIM, KOMCOMOJBCKMM paOOTHUKAM M YYacCTHHKaM CTPOHUTEIbCTBA
couManuiMa, 4b€ JETCTBO M IOHOCTh INPUIUIMCh HAa 3TOT Tparudeckui nepuold. B Memyapax
COICP)KUTCSl YHUKalbHAass HMH(OpMamMs O MOBCEAHEBHBIX JMIIEHUAX, YTpare CKOTa IJIABHOTO
CpeAcTBa CYIIECTBOBAHMA M Ppa3pyIICHUH TPAAULMOHHOIO YKJana >XKW3HU. [lens u 3adauu
uccneoosanus. 1lenb paboThl - moKa3ars 3HAYCHHE MEMYapHBIX UICTOYHUKOB JJIs1 H3Y4YEeHHUS TOJIofa U
MUTpaLUi Ka3axcKoro HaceneHus Hayana 1930-x rr., a Taxke onpeaeanTh UX HCTOYHUKOBEAUECKYIO
cnieunuKy. 3aa4n UCCIIEOBAHMS 3aKIIIOYAIOTCS B BBISBICHHH KOMILJICKCA MEMYapHBIX MaTepUaoB,
aHalM3e MX COJCpXKAaHUA, ONpPEACICHUU OCOOCHHOCTEH CYOBEKTHMBHOTO ABTOPCKOTO B3INIAIa WU
COIIOCTABJICHUU APXUBHBIX CBHUJETEIBCTB C OMYOJIMKOBAHHBIMH COOpPHHKAMU JOKYMEHTOB,
UCCIIEIOBAaHUSMM O rosiozie u MarepuanamMu CMU. Pe3yromamer. AHanm3 nokasai, 4To MeMyapbl Kak
JOKYMEHTBl  JIMYHOTO IIPOUCXOXKICHMSI  COIAEpP’KAT LIEHHBIE PETPOCHEKTUBHBIE  CBEICHMS,
MIO3BOJISIOIIME YBUAETh TPArelui0 Tojoja «HU3HYTPH» YEepe3 BOCIPHUSATHE HENOCPEIACTBEHHBIX
oueBueB. ApxusHble ¢ponasl LIIA PK u onmyOnukoBaHHbIE HCTOYHUKU BKJIIOYAIOT BOCIIOMUHAHUS
O TSDKEJIOW MOBCETHEBHOCTH, YTpaTe X03i1CTBa, MACCOBBIX MepeKkoYEBKax U O0pb0Oe 3a BEDKMBAHHUE.
VICTOUHMKOBETUECKUI TMOJX0J] BBISBHJI HEOOXOAMMOCTbh KPUTHYECKOM OIIEHKH 3THX MaTepHuajioB
BBHUJly UX CyObEKTMBHOCTH, OJHAKO MOATBEPIMJI UX BAXHOCTH JUIS PEKOHCTPYKIMHU COLUAIbHOM
pearlbHOCTH nepuoaa. Bvigoovl. MemyapHble HCTOUHUKHU TPEICTABISAIOT COOON Ba)KHEHIIUH TIacT
UCTOpUYECKOM HH(OpMaIMM O TOJOAE W MUTPAIMSIX Ka3axoB, pAacKpbIBas JIMYHOCTHEHIE,
SMOIIMOHAIbHbIE U OBITOBBIE AaCMEKThl TPAarMuecKuxX CcoOBITHH. VX HCHONb30BaHHE IMO3BOJISIET
JONOJMHUTH O(UIIMANbHBIE JOKYMEHTBHl M HAy4HbIE MCCIEIOBAHHUS, BOCCO3JaTh peajibHbIC CyAbOBI
JIOZIEH U JTydlle MOHATh MacIuTaObl ¥ OcaeICTBH KatacTpodsl Hadana 1930-x rr.

KiroueBble c10Ba: BOCIOMUHAHUSA, MacCOBasi THOEIb, TOJIOJ, CUIIOBAs KOJUIEKTUBU3AIUS, OCEIaHHe
Ka3aX0B, OTKOUEBHUKH, Tpareausl.

Jia uutupoBanus: A6aynuna A. Bocnomunanus oueBuues o romnone 1930-x rr. B Kazaxcrane:
BOINPOCHI MCTOYHUKOBEJCHUS M OTpakeHHe moBcenHeBHOCTH // Scientific Journal “Central Asian
courier”. 2026. T. 2. Ne 1. C. 4-14. (Ha Aurn.). DOI: 10.64970/3105-241X 2026 2 1 4-14

Introduction. On the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the independence of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, historical scholarship faces new challenges related to rethinking the historical past in
light of the current level of methodology and methods of foreign and domestic historical science, new
conceptual approaches, and new sources identified in archives of both near and far abroad during the
implementation of state programs. In addition, there is the growing factor of the politicization of all
spheres of public life, including the humanities, which are often postulated in a manner beneficial to
the ruling elite or certain controversial politicians, with the aim of ideologically justifying proposed
political slogans and messages.

The conflict in Ukraine, in which Russia has been an indirect participant since 2014 following
the occupation of Crimea, has brought to the forefront the issue of the recurrence of famines of the
1920s and 1930s on the territory of the Soviet “breadbasket.” This issue has become an instrument of
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conflict-driven mobilization of the population and the construction of public opinion against the
Russian Federation as the legal successor of the Soviet Union, which, according to some Ukrainian
politicians and historians, carried out the Holodomor against Ukrainians.

Only an appeal to historical sources will allow professional historians — rather than “armchair
experts” who present pseudo-history as truth — to draw correct conclusions regarding the
methodological and factual aspects of this complex and still not fully explored problem. In order to
fill this gap, in 2020, under the scientific supervision of Doctor of Historical Sciences
A.l. Kudaybergenova, the Institute of History and Ethnology named after Ch. Ch. Valikhanov
launched the project “Kazakh Nomadic Migrants in the Republics of Central Asia and Russia during
the Mass Famine of the Early 1930s: Residence and Adaptation.” The project aims to reconstruct an
objective picture of the consequences of the mass famine of the early 1930s by examining the socio-
economic and legal status, as well as the specific features of adaptation, of Kazakh nomadic migrants
in the republics of Central Asia and adjacent territories of Russia.

Materials and methods. The materials used for writing the article consisted primarily of
archival documents of personal origin from the Central State Archive of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
In particular, the collections of well-known writers and Komsomol workers of Kazakhstan were
examined, whose childhood and youth coincided with this tragic period in our history. The most
informative proved to be Collection No. 1744 (Inventory 2) of the People’s Poetess of the Kazakh
SSR, Mariam Khakimzhanova (1906—1995), which contains materials on famine and a cholera
epidemic, of which she became an eyewitness at the age of fifteen in her native aul in Kostanay
Region in 1921, as well as on the famine of 1931-1932, whose victims she witnessed while studying
at the Kazakh Pedagogical Institute in Alma-Ata (now Almaty).

These memoirs were published by her in republican journals between 1990 and 1994, that is,
during the period of glasnost in the USSR and the initial stage of independence. Despite the
considerable time that had passed since the events described, the memoirs are striking for the
abundance of details about individual victims of famine, Kazakhs who arrived in Alma-Ata in search
of food and salvation, and the people who surrounded her during that period. Evidently, these horrific
facts were so deeply etched in her memory that even 60—70 years later she was able to describe
everything in detail with literary mastery, vividly visualizing the tragedy of the Kazakh people for
readers. The poetess’s memoirs are permeated with acute pain for the fate of her people, who endured
such disasters and lost the best representatives of the nation. In each recollection, she addresses the
contemporary younger generation, urging them to remember the Holodomor and not to remain
indifferent to national history.

An insight into the harsh everyday life of the early 1930s is also provided by the memoirs of
Honored Artist of the Kazakh SSR and pensioner of republican significance A. Asimzhanov (born
1913), entitled “Qasiretti zhyldar haqayasy” (“The Tale of the Tragic Years”), preserved in his
personal collection No. 2366 (Inventory 1). Between 1930 and 1932, he studied at a construction
vocational school in Semipalatinsk, where starving people were gathering, and also traveled to
Zhanasemey, where mass mortality caused by Stalin’s collectivization was taking place. Valuable
information about the famine is also contained in the manuscript memoirs of the People’s Writer of
the Kazakh SSR, Azilkhan Nurshaikhov (1922-2011), preserved in his personal collection
(Collection 2209. In. 2), in which he described a journey to his native aul of Akbuzak in East
Kazakhstan Region during the famine years.

A significant body of informative material is found in Collection No. 269, “Documents of
Participants in the Construction of Socialism in Kazakhstan. Collection for 1931-1981,” which
includes File No. 4 containing the memoirs of surgeon Tatyana Nevadovskaya. At the age of nineteen,
in 1932-1933, she worked as a laboratory assistant in the phytopathological laboratory of the zonal
station “Soyuz-Sakhar,” headed by her father, Professor G. S. Nevadovsky, who had been exiled to
Kazakhstan. In the same collection, some information was drawn from the memoirs of Makai
Dzhunusovich Dzhunusov, a Komsomol member of the 1920s—-1930s, a party worker, and a
participant in the construction of the Turkestan—Siberian Railway, who worked in the apparatus of
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the Kazkraikom from 1929 and in 1932 became a witness to the flooding of Akmolinsk by starving
people (Central State Archive of the Republic of Kazakhstan, 3: 54-55).

In addition to archival memoir sources, the article also relied on published collections of
documents containing recollections, scholarly studies on famine that include testimonies of
eyewitnesses and their relatives, as well as articles published in mass media, including Internet-based
publications.

To achieve the research objectives, the author relied on the principles of historicism and
objectivity in analyzing eyewitness memoirs, which, due to their nature as personal-origin sources,
are inherently subjective. General scientific methods of logical analysis and synthesis, as well as
systemic-functional, analogy, and abstraction methods, were employed. In addition, problem-
chronological, comparative-historical, historical-typological, and other methods played an important
role in the study of the stated problem.

Results. In contemporary historical scholarship, in connection with the growing trend toward
the study of everyday life, the significance of memoir sources is increasing, as they are capable of
revealing family histories of survival during famine and the migrations of Kazakhs to neighboring
territories. The term “memoir” derives from the Latin word memoria, meaning memory, borrowed
through the French language (Great Soviet Encyclopedia, 1974: 64). Memoirs are understood as
recollections of life events recorded by eyewitnesses many years after their occurrence, often
reconstructed using other sources such as diary entries, documents, accounts of other participants,
photographs, newsreels, and similar materials.

As a type of source, memoirs belong to documents of personal origin and contain unique
retrospective information refracted through the prism of individual perception. They bear the imprint
of the author’s personality and the uniqueness of their inner world. This constitutes the main feature
of memoirs as historical sources—the subjectivity of the data contained in these documentary
materials—a characteristic noted by such prominent Soviet historians as M. N. Chernomorsky
(Memoirs as a Historical Source: A Textbook on Source Studies of the USSR, 1959) and E. V. Tarle
(“The Significance of Archival Documents for History,” Vestnik arkhivovedeniya, 1961, No. 3).
These documents are also of great value for research in the social sciences and humanities, as they
reproduce people’s customs, everyday life, and mentality.

It is necessary to agree with the opinion of the Russian historian N. G. Georgieva that “memoirs
are a valuable historical source with a dualistic nature: on the one hand, they possess a documentary
character as remnants (embodiments of part) of the past, and on the other, they are a narrative source
reflecting certain aspects of the culture of bygone eras” (Georgieva, 2012: 136).

The most widespread type of memoirs consists of autobiographical memoirs, usually intended
for descendants; memoir-histories are also distinguished, in which the memoirist recounts historical
events experienced personally (Source Studies..., 1998: 466). These types of memoirs share a
common feature: they reflect not the author’s attitude toward events at the time they occurred, but
rather the attitude at the moment of writing the memoirs. Thus, a reassessment of facts and events
takes place, which may have occurred under the influence of prevailing ideological conditions.
Academician E. V. Tarle wrote: “The fundamental feature of all memoir literature lies in the author’s
fully conscious intention to show readers people and their actions only in a certain light: to reveal one
aspect, conceal another, and distort a third” (Tarle, 1961: 102).

For this reason, recognizing the value of memoirs as historical sources does not preclude, but
rather requires, thorough source-critical analysis. This involves adherence to the following principles:

— studying the personality of the memoirist: social origin; social status at the time of the
described events and at the time of writing; property status; ideological beliefs and positions;
occupation; nationality and, in the case of Kazakhs, clan and tribal affiliation; attitude toward religion;
family status and presence of children; character traits and personal qualities (where possible);

— analyzing the social environment in which the memoirs were created; determining whether
there was a social demand for their creation; whether they were intended for wide publication and
commercialization; whether they underwent literary or editorial processing that could distort the
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author’s original text; whether they have a propagandistic character; and whether they were published
during the author’s lifetime or posthumously by descendants;

— establishing whether the author was a direct participant in the events described or relied on
the recollections of direct participants and other sources of information;

— drawing conclusions about the memoirist’s self-awareness;

— carefully comparing the information contained in memoirs with other types of sources, since
memoirists often confuse dates, names of actors, attribute the actions of some individuals to others,
and misrepresent the sequence and chronology of events.

With regard to the problem of the famine of the 1930s in the Kazakh ASSR, due to the specific
nature of this topic, only a limited number of memoir testimonies of eyewitnesses to the Great Famine
are available, primarily because discussion of this subject was prohibited in the Soviet Union. During
the period of independence, the scarcity of such sources has also been influenced by demographic
factors, including the declining number of eyewitnesses as a result of natural mortality, the temporal
distance of the events, their short duration, the lack of literary skills or conditions for creative work
among many surviving participants, the limited number of field expeditions conducted by historians
to collect oral testimonies, and other factors.

Nevertheless, recollections of the famine are embedded in many memoirs of prominent
historical figures of Kazakhstan, in particular in the works of D. A. Kunaev, “About My Time” (1992)
and “From Stalin to Gorbachev” (1994). He wrote: “My studies in Moscow coincided with the most
difficult period in the life of the republic and the country—the period of forced collectivization.
Information about the extremely dire situation of the population reached us, Moscow students. |
received letters from my parents describing the immense suffering of the inhabitants of auls and
villages who were starving and dying of hunger. [ was able to judge the scale of the unfolding disaster
myself when I visited my parents during the holidays in the village of Turgen, Enbekshi-Kazakh
District of Alma-Ata Region. Here, in 1932—-1933, many people died of hunger in the villages of
Baltabai and Malovodnoye, as well as in the auls of the district” (Kunaev, 1992: 17).

On March 12, 2021, the Institute of History and Ethnology named after Ch. Ch. Valikhanov
hosted a presentation of the collection of memoirs “Asharshylyk in the Aulie-Ata Region” (Aulie-
Ata eHipinzeri amapbsuibik), prepared by scholars of the Institute under the leadership of the well-
known publicist T. Baikulov. This publication represents a continuation of an earlier volume released
in 2017 (Baikulov, 2017). The book brings together memoirs of descendants of eyewitnesses and
witnesses of the famine of the early 1930s, recorded during field expeditions across districts of
Zhambyl Region, photographs of respondents, and newly identified archival materials.

Individual recollections of victims and eyewitnesses of the famine are also included in a number
of historical studies. Among them is the research by Professor S. Cameron of the University of
Maryland, “The Hungry Steppe: Famine, Violence, and the Making of Soviet Kazakhstan” (2020).
Referring to Mukhamet Shayakhmetov, she notes: “Everyone was now concerned with only one
thing: how to find food for tomorrow—or for today, or immediately, to stave off the pangs of hunger.
Even the kindest people and closest friends and relatives could no longer help one another” (Cameron,
2020: 148). She also cites excerpts from the memoirs of Koken Belgibayev, the renowned Kazakh
writer Zeitin Akishev, Khalim Akhmedov, and Vera Richter, which confirm instances of cannibalism
among starving Kazakhs, as well as shocking lines from Agnes Mironova, the wife of the deputy
plenipotentiary representative of the OGPU in the Kazakh ASSR, describing the luxurious conditions
of their journey through the Hungry Steppe in Pullman railway cars with abundant food (Cameron,
2020: 151).

The recollections of Kazakh writers Gafu Kairbekov concerning his conversations with Gabit
Musrepov about the famine, as well as those of Galym Akhmedov and Alzhappar Abishev, are woven
into the documentary narrative of the well-known Karaganda poet, writer, and publicist Valery
Fedorovich Mikhailov, “Chronicle of the Great Zhut” (1990). Describing his work on the book, he
noted: “At that time, I began collecting ‘living documents’—testimonies of those who survived the
ordeal. Then I immersed myself in the Pushkin Library, working through newspaper archives of the
1920s and 1930s. In short, I read everything possible about that period, from 1925 to 1933, when
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Goloshchekin served as First Secretary of the Kazkraikom of the Party.” Mikhailov’s book went
through four editions in Russian and was also translated into Kazakh by T. Aitbayuly and published
in 1992.

Based on memoir materials, the prominent Kazakh writer and playwright Smagul Yelubay
completed by 1990 a novel-trilogy in the Kazakh language entitled “Agboz Uy” (“The Lonely Yurt”),
in which he reconstructed his family’s journey from Western Kazakhstan to Karakalpakstan and
onward to Turkmenistan in search of food during the famine.

Eyewitness accounts have also appeared in mass media in the form of interviews and personal
stories. Thus, in 2017, the Russian-language portal InoSMI.ru, which publishes materials by Western
journalists, featured an article by American journalist Joanna Lillis, who resides in Almaty, entitled
“Kazakhstan: An Eyewitness Account of the Great Famine of the 1930s.” In the article, the author
presents an interview-based memoir of Nurziya Kazhibayeva, who at the age of six was forced to flee
to China with her family, and also discusses the causes of the famine in conversations with historians,
including Academician T. Omarbekov, writer S. Yelubay, and others.

In 2018, the portal Zakon.kz published a feature article entitled “Let Us Slaughter Our Son and
Eat Him”: The History of the Famine in Kazakhstan, which presented, through the words of Sh.
Orazbekuly, a labor veteran from the Tolebi District of Turkestan Region, the story of a Kazakh elder.
This story, heard by Orazbekuly in the 1960s in the Jizzakh Region of the Uzbek SSR, recounts the
flight of a man with his wife and children from the vicinity of Arkalyk to grain-rich Uzbekistan:

“I come from distant Arkalyk. In the 1930s, famine also tightened its grip on our family. We
heard from people that if one worked in Tashkent, one would not die of hunger. One day I took my
wife and our only three-year-old son and set off on the road. We spent the nights wherever we could.
We walked on foot for forty days. We took turns carrying the child on our backs. The food we had
taken with us ran out, and out of desperation we dug up grass roots and ate them. Our bodies swelled
from malnutrition. I nearly lost my mind from hunger and exhaustion. ‘Rather than all of us perishing
at once, let us slaughter our son and eat him,” I began persuading my wife. ‘If we survive, we are still
young—God willing, we will have more children,” I said. Suddenly my wife became frightened,
jumped to her feet, grabbed the child, pressed him tightly to her chest, and, in tears, ran away from
me in an unknown direction. I did not take my eyes off her and dragged myself after her. On the third
day, horsemen raising clouds of dust appeared in the distance... Dragging my legs with the last of
my strength, I reached them... When we had somewhat recovered, we were given bread soaked in
water... After staying in that aul for some time, we went on to Tashkent, found work with a well-to-
do man, and lived there...”

The search for additional memoir testimonies of the famine may be continued.

Let us now turn to memoir accounts preserved in the personal collections of the Central State
Archive of the Republic of Kazakhstan. From the memoir album “Years, People, Fates” by the
aforementioned Tatyana Nevadovskaya, it follows that at the age of nineteen, in 1932, she lived
together with her father, a professor, in the aul of Shymdaulet near Alma-Ata, where she directly
encountered starving Kazakh nomads. She described this tragedy as follows:

“Early spring of 1933. I was walking with one of the specialists, and I had a camera with me.
On the road sat a Kazakh man, exhausted and emaciated. He was barely dragging himself back from
field work, utterly weakened, groaning, begging for food and water. I handed the camera to my
companion and hurried to bring some water. The Kazakh drank greedily. I did not notice when my
companion took a photograph of me. I rushed home again to bring the starving man a piece of bread
and some sugar. When I returned with the bread, he was already dead.”

The famine in Semipalatinsk and its surroundings is also described in deeply emotional terms
by the Honored Artist of the Kazakh SSR, Abdrakhman Asimzhanov. As noted above, at the age of
seventeen he was a student at the Semipalatinsk Construction College. From his mentor, Shkirtov, he
heard about the requisitioning of food and livestock from Kazakhs, who in search of survival rushed
to Russian cities such as Rubtsovsk, Barnaul, and Biysk, as well as to Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and
beyond the borders of the Soviet Union—to China and Iran. Shkirtov witnessed crowds of starving
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people and corpses on the streets of the city of Zhanasemey on the Irtysh River (known until 1927 as
the city of Alash).

These grim reports deeply disturbed the young man, whose parents lived in that town. He set
out for his native places with supplies of bread obtained at the college:

“With six loaves of bread and thirty rubles in assistance, I set out from the city toward
Semeytau, about thirty kilometers away. I walked briskly, hoping to reach the station of old Imanbai
by nightfall. I sweated while crossing Karasu. I hoped I would not fall ill when the sweat froze. The
land was white, the sky was white. There was not a single living soul in sight. Only a few snow-
covered hills lay scattered in the deserted steppe, standing as if they had sworn never to reveal what
they had seen. Even the cloud-covered peak of Semeytau seemed lost in heavy thought. When 1
noticed an elderly man and a young boy, their bodies half-buried in the snow by the roadside, my
body shuddered and my heart sank. I wiped the clear beads streaming down my cheeks with my
sleeve, recited the prayer I had been carrying in my thoughts, and passed my hand over my face. The
fur hats on their heads indicated that they belonged to the Karakesek clan.”

Already on the outskirts of the city, he encountered a starving Kazakh woman whom he,
together with a kind Russian woman named Nina Ivanovna, protected from the beating of a drunken
Russian man who suspected her of cannibalism. She told her bitter story of losing two sons and her
husband at the foot of Mount Semeytau. The young man’s native aul had become deserted; the
familiar barking of dogs was no longer heard, and traces of mass death were visible everywhere. On
his way back home, among the fresh bodies of people who had died of hunger, Abdrakhman noticed
a living infant whose faint whimper he heard. He picked up the child, chewed bread in his mouth, and
placed it into the baby’s mouth, but the child soon fell silent forever. These are far from all the bitter
details of everyday life in Soviet Kazakhstan during the 1930s.

While reading the memoirs of the People’s Poetess of the Kazakh SSR, Mariam
Khakimzhanova, one becomes fully immersed in the narrative fabric of the famine of the 1930s,
which proved to be a profound emotional shock for a student of the workers’ faculty of the Kazakh
Pedagogical Institute. According to her recollections, in the spring of 1932 the streets of Alma-Ata
were permeated with a nauseating stench of decomposing bodies, as during the winter no one had
collected or buried them. The entire area around the city’s only public bathhouse was covered with
the bodies of Kazakhs who had died of starvation.

Together with other students, Mariam, under the leadership of the secretary of the party
committee, Akkoshkarov, was assigned by decision of the Alma-Ata party committee to a special
brigade, each consisting of ten people, tasked with collecting the bodies. On Talgarskaya Street, near
a nursery, they gathered nine small corpses of Kazakh children and transported them on carts
harnessed either to donkeys or oxen to the Red Cross, where trucks already filled to the brim with
bodies were standing. Even more harrowing lines follow, which for ethical reasons are left
untranslated here (Central State Archive of the Republic of Kazakhstan, 85: 8). Khakimzhanova also
cites accounts conveyed by the writers B. Mailin and G. Musrepov, who traveled during the height
of the famine to her native Kostanay Region, where, according to their words, no more than 25 percent
of the population remained alive (CSARK, 85: 11).

According to Khakimzhanova’s memoirs, many bodies of those who had perished were
concealed beneath a crust of ice, which the young people broke with iron shovels and then excavated
with wooden ones. On one occasion, they uncovered the body of a man about sixty years old who
was embracing his deceased seven- or eight-year-old son with one arm, while tightly clutching a
dombra in the other. Akkoshkarov, whose first name the poetess no longer recalled, understood the
spiritual significance of the dombra for Kazakhs and therefore ordered that the man be buried together
with the instrument. Many mothers, unable to endure the hunger deaths of their children, hanged
themselves from trees out of grief. One group returning from the direction of Kaskelen reported that
they had found three bodies among the trees: a Kazakh woman lying together with her son and
daughter in a dense grove; both children had died, swollen and emaciated. Having covered her
daughter’s face with a headscarf and her son’s face with a sleeveless jacket, the mother had then
hanged herself from the same tree. Upon hearing this, Akkoshkarov took a handkerchief from his

11



Scientific Journal “Central Asian courier” 2026. 2 (1)

pocket, wiped away his tears, and rose to his feet. Everyone present at the meeting stood up as well,
expressing sorrow and respect (CSARK, 85: 8).

At that time, students ate at the student canteen, around which the plaintive cries of starving
people—“Bread! Bread!”—were constantly heard. In such conditions, many young women found it
impossible to swallow even a piece of bread; they themselves went hungry and shared their food with
the starving, although the students’ own meals were extremely modest—for example, soup was
sometimes made from animal skulls. It should be noted that a comparative analysis of the three
memoir sketches contained in this archival file, each supplementing the others with specific details
without deviating from the core narrative, demonstrates the objectivity of the facts presented and their
correspondence to the grim reality of those years.

Recollections of the years of national calamity were also left by the well-known writer A.
Nurshaikhov, who wrote: “Famine came to the aul. After midsummer, refugees began to arrive in the
village. Women and men, starving and emaciated people passed through our aul on their way from
the railway junction toward Zhangyztobe station. At first, the villagers welcomed them with open
arms, sharing their last grains of food. They took the starving into their homes. Later, they themselves
became hungry.” As can be seen, as a ten-year-old boy he recorded his perception of events,
marveling at the influx of starving migrant families into their aul, with whom they shared shelter.

He further noted that a sign of the times was the disappearance of dogs, which had previously
greeted travelers with loud barking; they became food for the destitute: “In our household there used
to be a large black-and-white dog named Mailyayak... This time, Mailyayak did not come out to
greet me. Even when a cart drawn by two horses rattled into the yard, there was no sound from
Mailyayak or any other dogs. Dogs are the village’s bell, and that bell no longer rang. Later I learned
that our Mailyayak, along with the other dogs, had been killed and eaten by the starving people
streaming through the village. After that, I noticed that livestock in the aul had diminished, people
had grown fewer and more emaciated. Formerly tall figures seemed to have shrunk, and wide-open
eyes appeared sunken. Even the familiar silhouettes of some of my elders were no longer to be seen”
(CSARK, 3:11).

Conclusion. Thus, within the framework of the ongoing project “Kazakh Nomadic Migrants in
the Republics of Central Asia and Russia during the Mass Famine of the Early 1930s: Residence and
Adaptation,” as well as other projects on related topics, substantial work remains to be done. This
includes the extraction of retrospective memoir-based information about the famine from personal
archival collections and published books, the search for relatives of famine victims, and conducting
interviews with them in order to expand the documentary corpus on the great tragedy experienced by
the Kazakh and other peoples during the Soviet period. Such efforts are essential for reconstructing
the everyday life of famine eyewitnesses who, by the will of fate, found themselves in relatively more
favorable conditions than their compatriots—unwilling victims of famine and hostages of the Stalinist
regime.

At the same time, it is evident that memoir sources do not present the chain of cause-and-effect
relationships that led to the tragedy of famine in a logical or systematic sequence. However, they
immerse the researcher in everyday life and help to understand the ways of thinking and patterns of
behavior of people of that era, revealing the depth of human suffering, the empathy shown by some,
or, conversely, exposing the callousness and indifference of others to the suffering of the starving.
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